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I.—Forzien Porrrics. 


** 


3 that eee 
ö arrangements have already been made 
treaty between Russin and England with respect to the Persian Gnlf. This 


Tue Rosnama-i-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen [Calcutta] of the 16th March says Romans 


news, says the editor, confirms what he said some six months ago. (See para- 
graph 1 of the Report on Native Papers for week ending 2nd Deve ber 1905 
and paragraph 2 of the Report on Native Papers for 3rd March 1906.) The 


Russian paper also says that an agreement has been entered into between 
Russia and Germany with respect to the interest of each in Asia Minor. 


to a Russian paper preliminary 1e. 16, 1 
a 


UKaD- 
Marsan, 


906. 
4 


2. The same paper gives the full translation of the telegram published in gosxaust-Moxan- 


ey Colonel A. Yate’s speech at the Central Asian 
Society on the Russian railway through Persia to the Persian Gulf. 

3. Referring to the Seistan affair the Hitavarta (Calcutta) of the 18th 
March says that Russia has now got a firm footing 
in Persia. It is, therefore, generally believed that 
the Shah will act as he is advised by the Czar. ) e ERS 
4. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 16th March writes as follows :— 

The condition of Chinese Jabourers in th 
Africa is said to be no better than that of slaves. 
The new Ministry has, therefore, proposed to stop further importation of Chines 
labour into that country. There is something very different from pure bene- 
volence in this proposal. Chinamen are very expert labourers, and English 
labourers cannot successfully compete with them. Besides this, the English 
bitterly hate the Chinese It is for these reasons that South Africa is going to 
be freed of Chinese labourers under the pretext of emancipating them from 
a state of slavery. Oh, the goodness of the firingi! 5 5 

5. The same paper writes as follows: 

: apa A messenger has come from Tibet with forty 
Drops of Tibet's blood. followers. He is a Tibetan magnate, third in 
rank among the courtiers of the Lama. Wicked Curzon spilt the blood of Tibet 
without any cause save that of making a show of his power and extorted a 
promise for the payment of 25 lakhs of rupees as a remuneration for this work of 
bloodshed. The messenger has come to settle the first instalment of payment. 
China has taken the responsibility of paying the money. She fears lest Tibet 
ehould be unable to pay it and be annexed by the firingis in consequence. 
China his, therefore, sent the reward for bloodshed from her own Treasury. 
But it is a matter of wonder that although the Tibetan messenger has brought 
money he has not brought his credentials. The Viceroy (original—firingi Raj, 
i. 6., firingi King) has not, therefore, recognised him as a public guest. What 1s 
the object of omitting to bring the letter of appointment? No messeng 

ever goes on an errand without taking his letter of appointment. Has not China 
or Tibet this bit of sense? That cannot be the case. The intelligence of 
China is much keener than that of the firingis. The object of not bringing 
the letter of appointment is that China and Tibet want it to be known that 
the money is being taken from them by force and that had they been strong 
enough it would never have been paid. Again, if this omission to bring the 
letter of appointment should have the effect of delaying the payment, the matter 
may be procrastinated through another year. And who knows what will 
happen after another year? The intellect of the Chinaman goes a long way 
before that of the firingi. China has now got the English to a great extent 
within its power. A treaty was made with Tibet in disregard of the suzerainty 
of China over the land. In consequence of this Tibet has now passed 
completely into China’s hands, and now the English have no r to carry 
on any transaction within Tibet, however trifling, without consulting China. 
In our opinion the English have committed a great sin by spilling the blood of 
Tibet, And the 25 lakhs of rupees which they are going to take from her are 
80 many drops of human blood. So much sin cannot go unpunished. Wicked 
Curzon thinks that he has become free by resigning the Viceroyship of India. 
Not so. In the Court of the Heavenly Dispenser of justice those drops of 
Tibet's blood will be found to issue from his body and prove him to be a 
murderer. The new Ministry should atone for this sin. 5 
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ee 
II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. ' 
(a Police. 

6. Referring to the gross insult alleged to have been inflicted on the 
sacred book of the Musalmans by certain Hindus 
Lr be Hie e the at Maguraghona in Khulna (see paragraph 5 
arity N Report on Native Papers for the week ending the 

3rd March 1906), the Islam * * of the 12th March writes:. 

What a gross outrage!! Oh ye sleeping Musalman brethren! Just panse 
and think now how far degraded you have become in the matter of religion. 
The nation of slaves who only yesterday called the lords of Delhi, the lords of 
the world, who have been brought up by you, who obeyed with bowed heads 
your slightest wishes as almost divine, who felt themselves glorified by 
presenting their own sisters and daughters to you; who, even felt themselves 
exalted if they were permitted to provide a cow for your sacrifice and to give 
it the usual preparatory haths on such occasions—this ungrateful race ie 
not now hesitate in the least to insult your religion and your sacred books, 
An ungrateful people like them cannot be met with anywhere else on earth. 

Those slaves of slaves, those degraded of the degraded, those insignificant 
Hindus dared insult your religion and obstruct your religious performances. 
When you were strong, even satan stood cowed at the mention of your names. 
Form yourselves into bands again, and you will join in strength and satan 
will again be in dread of you. 

7. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh ] of the 13th March has the following :— 


ee We havehad placed in our hands a printed book 

cero eee entitled Justice * by the Nabab Saheb of Dacca.” 
This book is written in verse and in Musalmani Bengali. ‘The title-page con- 
tains, ‘‘ Written by Jonab Ali Meya, a student of the Ichchhapur Entrance school, 
Dacca. Printed by Maulvi Aliulla Saheb at the Azizia Press, 150-1, Mechua 
Bazar, Calcutta. 4th Aswin 1312. Printed for the first time. Price 4 annas.“ 
This book was being sold in the Court-yard of the Mymensingh Criminal Court. 
We doubt whether the account which has been given regarding the press is true. 
The author says that he is an inhabitant of Idalkati, Barisal,” and his seal 
is also on the book. The book contains accounts of two cases said to have been 


tried by the Nabab of Dacca, Khwaze Muhammad Salimulla Saheb. The Nabab 


has been compared with ‘‘Sekendsr Shah, the Badshah of Roum.” The author 
has taken great painsto give a description of the Nabab’s wealth, his innumerable 
servants, maid-servants, sepoys, &c. We have not much objection to the 
account given of the first case. But a study of the account cf the second case 
has astounded us. Some wicked fellow must have written and published this 
account with the object of inciting low-class Musalmans against Hindus. A 
study of this book will surely lead all low-class Musalmans to think that the 
Nabab Saheb of Dacca can try everyone in this country in whatever way he 
pleases, that Emperor Edward VII himself is his supporter, that District Judges 
and District Magistrates always beg the Nabab’s favour and that they can do 
nothing against the Nabab’s will. In the account of this second case mention has 
been made of a Brahmin zamindar of Mymensingh. The accounts runs thus :— 
A Brahmin zamindar committed oppression on a Musalman on the ground of cow- 
slaughter. Desirous of avenging the insult done to him by the zamindar the 
Musalman sought the protection of a Musalman zamindar. The latter zamindar 
said to his Manager: ‘‘Go at once with sepoys and loot * * * Babu’s house, and 
soon bring him here, &c., &c.” But the manager proposed that the complainant 
should be sent to the great justice-loving Nabab Shaha of Dacca. The zamin- 
dar at length consented to that and sent the man with a letter to the Nabab. In 
due time the complainant appeard in the Nabab’s Darbar and made his complaint. 
Hearing him, the Nabab become extremely angry and exclaimed: ‘‘ By the 

of khoda I shall avenage this.” After this the Nawab sent a telegram describing 
the incident to Edward VII. the king of kings. Seeing the name of the Nabab 
Saheb on the telegram, the Emperor read it himself and, after consulting bie 
minister, wired in reply to the Nabab Saheb: ‘‘ Let the Nabab Saheb try the 
case himself. He can award whatever punishment he likes, I, too, shall abide ~ 


vy his decision.” On receiving thistelegram the Nabab Saheb sent an order to 


the offending Mymensingh zamindar to be present in Dacca. The zamindar 
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came to the place in great fear. The Nabab of Dacca convened a public 
meee tg and the District J 5 and the District Magistrate were present at it. 
By the Nabab's order “ cow was then brought before all and slaughtered by 
2% » Babu’s hand. After this kabab was made of the cow’s flesh and at once 
brought before the assembly. And then * * Babu’s sacred thread was torn 
away and he was caught by the tuft of sacred hair on his head and made to eat 
the cow’s flesh. In this manner he was subjected to various sorts of humiliation 
and the matter was proclaimed in the town by beat of tom-tom.”” The Hindus 
were enraged at this and held a meeting which was attended by the District 
Judge and the District Magistrate. Hindu zamindars, the Deputy Collector 
and others all petitioned the Viceroy against the Nabab, But the Nabab Baha- 
dur sent a telegram to the Emperor in Eugland about the conduct of the Hindus. 
On receiving this telegram the Emperor said to his minister: Bravo Nabab 
Saheb, thousand bravos. Bravo to his moral courage, he has done justice. The 
Shaha’s decision is just what it ought to have been after the Babu’s decision.” 
Under orders from the Emperor the authorities rejected the complaint 
of the Hindus. | 
What poisonous fruit a study of this book by mufassal people will produce 
we ure unable to conceive. A . 1. smell of swadeshism moves the officials, but 
they keep no information that such a book as the above is sold in front of a law- 
court. In many places in the mufussal ignorant Musalmans have contracted the 
idea that it is the desire of Government that they may slaughter cows at any 
place they like. The other day in the local Joint-Magistrate’s Court the 
presiding officer asked a Musalman: Have you ever before slaughtered cows 
at this place? : 
Answer—' No.“ 
Question—“ Why then did you do it this year? 
Answer“ Government’s order. 


We again request the well-wishers of the Musalman community to 
remove this mistaken and venomous idea from men's mind. If the authorities 
do not soon awake to a proper sense of the situation a fearful friction will soon 
take place between Hindus and Musalmans in the mufassal. The author of the 
book can be found out with little difficulty. The Nabab Bahadur of Dacca also 
should bestir himself in the matter in order to save his own good name. 
Publication of such vile books only serve to impair his glory. 

8. The Murshidabad Hitaishi [Murshidabad} of the 14th March expresses 

can a hope that Government will abandon a project which, 

„de Proposed abolition of ® according to its information, it has under considera- 

ee tion of abolishing the police-station at Nashipur in 
Mursbidabad. 

9. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 15th March writes :— 

e have received the following letter from 
betweou Hindus and ‘Musalmens village Gangail, thana Nandail, in Mymensingh. 
in Mymens ingb. This is a small village the population of 
which is wholly Musalman with the exception of 
a dozen families of Brahmans and thirty to forty other families of Hindus. 
For about a month now Musalman outsiders in the guise of maulvies have been 
exciting the Musalmans in this neighbourhood by speeches tending to create 
discord betwen Hindus and Musalmans. The following are the subjects of 
their discourses :—_ | | 


(1) That it is against the tenets of Islam to accept service under 
iudus. 
(2) That in a particular case, certain Hindus defiled a copy of the Koran. 


The effect of these speeches was seen in a speedy resignation of all offices 
by Musalmans under Hindus. Such of the former as have since returned from 
sheer want are threatened with bodily harm by their more turbulent and fana- 
tical co-religionists. | : 
Some twenty days ago, the image of the goddess Kai at the neighbouring 
village of Jalabari was fished out of à tank and dishonoured by being trampled 
upon by some persons. | : Tse 

On the 19th Falgun last, the swalingam from the temple of Babu Kamala 
Kanta Chkarabati of this village was found to have been stolen and replaced 
by a cow’s head. | . 


MURSHIDABAD 
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In commenting on the foregoing letter, the paper goes on to say :— 

We are receiving information from various places of systematic attem 
to create strife between Hindus and Musalmans. Both will be terrible 
losers by such a strife. We therefore 1＋ both the communities to remove 
all causes of enemity speedily. Let all Hindus combine * any of their 
oo-religionists who may have insulted the Koran. Let Musalmans aoa; 

e for bringing to book such of their co-religionists as may insult the 

religion of the Hindus. Hinduscannot do without the Musalmans, and vice 
vers. Upon the unity of Hindus and Musalmans depends the welfare of 
Bengal. We have no enemies so bitter as those who are sowing discord 
between the two communities, ‘ | 

10. The same paper writes that the following perwana has been issued to 

The Police and the sale of swadess the Inspector of Police in Mymensingh — 

goods in Mymensingh. 3 


RESWADESH{! MOVEMENT. 


I have read reports from one subdivision that agitators are going about 
hawking swadesht articles at cost price to stop the sale of foreign goods. But 
I want to know if it has been taken up elsewhere in the district and villages, 
as it probably emanates from Calcutta. Inspectors will inform their officers to 
report where committees for this purpose are formed in town and villages, the 
progress if any of the movement, the success with which it meets and other 
details, such as the names of persons composing the committees, also of goods 
sold, price demanded and if the movement is appreciated, secrecy must be 
observed in obtaining information. : 

(Sd) F. Roppis, 


District Superintendent Police, Mymensingh, 


Lord Minto claims that he is a swadest and Sir Bampfylde boasts that 
he has been a swadesi nor for weeks or months, but for 25 years. And yet the 
set the Police to dog those who sell swadesi goods. With what intent is this 
being done? To secretly lay lathis about on the heads of these lads, or to 
deprive them of Government service for generations ? Let Sir Bampfylde know 
that neither of these are things which are feared by the lads in question, who 
will of their motion gladly furnish Mr. Roddis with their own namesas well 
as with catalogues and price lists of the things they hawk about. | 

The might of the Bengalis will only increase with resistance. Your power 
will not awe them into reframing from doing perfectly just and lawful 
things. Do whatever you can. 


Midnapore. March writes:— 
Sensation at Midnapore. 
Conspiracy of officials, 
Stoppage of telegrams. 


A terrible conspiracy was being hatched the whole of this March 
in connection with the riot between the police and the officials. The <Akhras 
from which passes for use in the evening had been withdrawn, unable to act 
up to the tenets of their faith, attempted to represent their case to the 
Lieutenant-Governor; but, strange to say, their telegram was not accepted. 
In despair they then hurried towards the Railway station, where with the 
greatest difficulty they succeeded in despatching their message by wire, but 
as yet no reply has been received; nor is this all. Lest any of the guilty 
should escape, tickets are said not to have been issued on that day to any 
Musalmans at all. One cannot understand if the officials were dreaming 
dreams of revolution at Midnapore. One cannot otherwise account for 
strictness and severity like this. There are a good many rumours in the 
air regarding this riot. When the applications for passes were first filed, 
the District Superintendent of Police demanded guarantee bonds and secu- 
erk e Mr. a the J W saw no necessity for them 2 
accordingly nted passes. is atly angered the police wlio are sal 
to have Due about the riot in Ed to N Mr. Deb are disrepute, 
is extremely difficult to see through the mystery of the affair. 
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The case against the accused opened on Friday. the 9th, in the Court 
of Babu Jamini Mohan Mitra, a very new Deputy Magistrate. This officer, 
though very intelligent, wholly lacks gravity and ts the police many 
indulgences. It was e a consideration of these points whieh led the 
police to persuade Mr. Weston into allowing Jamini Babu to take up tbe case. 
On Friday a witness was seen sitting and indulging in laughter and jokes 
with the Hakim. Then, while this case was going on, the pe ice seemed to 
be consulting secretly and to giving hints. It was as though the Hakim 
were nobody and the police were all in all in the court-room. It is inex- 
plicable why Jamini Babu tolerates behaviour like this. Can he not see 
that it is wholly prejudicial to his dignity? And there is no doubt that it 
does great harm to the cause of the accused. , 

The Midnapore public are angry and dissatisfied with Jamini Babu at 
his manner and at the way in which he mixes with the police and the witnesses. 
| 12. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 21st March 
writes :— 

We have received information from a specially reliable correspondent of 
ours at Midnapore that the contradiction regarding the Moharram riot which 
has been sent to the Bengalee and the Amrita Bazar Pairika is false, and is 
probably the result of the conspiracy of a certain officer of Lr 

13. After reporting that there has been a renewal of the strike of the 

1 3 operatives at the Fort Gloucester Jute Mill in 
thevillegers in Horb. Uluberia, the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 18th 

March goes on to refer to a riot at Bendia 
between the police and the villagers which has occurred in this connexion, 
It appears that certain of the Mill employés who have not joined in the strike 
went to this village accompanied by the police to persuade some of the 
strikers to retarn to work. The police on this occasion attempted to send 
back to the Mill a number of men who had never before worked there at all. 
Hence arose the riot. A large number of people have been challaned, the 
village is now practically in a state of siege, and the police are committing 
various ngs ey 

14. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 17th March writes that the 

22 5 Government of Eastern Bengal bas now developed 
with religonnmnmg. complete signs of derangement of the brain. Since 
the beginning of the Swadeshi agitation the police 
have not ceased for a day committing oppressions on the citizens. The 
combined injustice of the Police and the Courts, in spite of the feelings of 
despair they have produced, has not as yet provoked any retaliation from the 
people of Bengal, who are an all-suffering race. But it is not at all justifiable 
on that ground to interfere with their religions. There has existed a Hari-Sabha 
at Muktagacha in Mymensingh for the last twenty years, the devout members 
of which were hitherto accustomed almost every week to parade the streets 
in procession singing Kirtans. The police have now interfered and stopped 
this singing in procession. Itis to be hoped that this order will be with- 
drawn at once. The Hindus are a devoutly religious people who will feel as 
a deadly blow any interference with their religion. And let it be remem- 
bered that the expression of this pang will not bea pleasant one. 


A contradiction. 


(- Working of the Courts. 


15. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 16th March publishes an account 

A case before the Deputy CL What, in its opinion, is an unjust conviction 

Magistrate of Menchlaned. epa of four lads named Jogesh Chandra Roy, Annada 

Charan Bagchi, Sures Chundra Mukerji and Sris 

Chandra Bose under sections 143, 225 and 352, I. P. C., by the Deputy 
Magistrate of Munshiganj in Dacca. itis 

16. The Sandhya Calcutta] of the 21st March writes as follows with 

A t reference to the trial now proceeding of the accused 

case, pore no barrat riot jn the late Moharram riot at Midnapore:— _ 

Le We hear that the trying Deputy Magistrate, 
Jamini Babu, shows unwillingness to take down such portions of the 
deposition as are not quite servicable to the police, The other day when 
J amini Babu came out of the Court-room for tiffin for ten minutes 
3 o’clock, the student who had been a witness for the police, was seen 


. . 


Datry Hrravan, 
Mar. 18th, 1906. 


Damr Hrravanr, 
Mar. 17th, 1906. 


SaNDera, 
Mar. 16th, 1906, 


SANDHYA, 
Mar. 2ist, 1906. 


Pi ke 


se 


— — a 1 
mis 70 — 


* noe ; 8” 22 . * 8 
1 8 * n — . . — ‘ ‘ . 2 2 Ris * * 5 . . — . 
; * 5 n = 8 5 ~ N . * a ~~ > — . (SE a 
; “ — ; . = — * 8 N n ' 5 * 
, 7 «go 4 i — N 1 5 * 5 . * r — — “2 
2 ene a = ö a. 2 5 — 7 3 i ~ 3 7 2 * * * 8 N — 33 . 
„ URC ROR. «55 on dex Nr Ne. : r 1 —_ 8 i 2 r FE ; 1 ae — > ie MI 
r E a . . a ö a a gn ' , 8 a en ; : - ' * — ö a 
F ret ae 7 8 ‘ ** * Baxi * n ‘ — n jae — . 3 ~ vy 2 N N a * * * — me ä r * en. 57 > g ’ ait ö a RE * > >" 2 — N 8 K * 1 * 1 * — 
‘ . g 5 . . . Ue siete * 2 . “. ~~ . 8 * . 4 8 . es - — 
. ‘4 8 ; 3 . " 24 5 * . 3 5 , b ee : ‘ 0 e 7 Jee, g " . * 3 te Bd arp 
‘ . 1 * . ‘ * . 4 > 2 Sites 2 a ‘ Re +h: Piet ay 2 P * * “> 8 W W a . ~~ ae 23m PRA 8 en E 2 ' 3 ees 
, 1 1 * 72 . ; thee eae 8 » par : OLS ‘ 2 4 — ed oaks r INN ö 2 S a, A 3 RA a 2 3 — 1 ae * Ae 3 nr ; N 2 —— => 
; — 5 x wee * * 3 2 2 x Ge 5 5 * aS ‘hs : et EA tin es ae ** as ee 2 W = 7 — en — Ey bie! To en es ps 8 58 Nee ag 1 PGA hy eee ee as wo Pr See pn Se ind — 2 e 0 — xB A a = * 
3 2 Fa en tetas gy Pi ph Be sia : 7 f & . 5 q e . . . ae ANE K 8 r 0 . a fa i 8 e ath as <a 2 0 * N * ; . * * * 0 N . swe 


‘ B 
a ä . . 
. 2 ‘ WK Fe ä oe mo z 4 of & * 4 * 
. 8. * 7 A * * 2 4 - a * S ~ oy + 2 
90 , ‘ 1 iv << 1 4 433 An rr: 7, 2 - ax > - a — ad 
Fhe Me Nace gh MRCS IAD ay a : SE Ae pr ot RM ated easy ine 2 Ax th) Neh Sh 3 3 U 7 i Tn kt Nee ate 2 r 5 2 8 
2 2 bs 2 7 r . +3 Fe a Oe te, PO TD pre st 1 75 . * 2 Pd 4 5 * — 8 * 2 2 8 Meas 
he 3 $7" : as, * , TY „ * * ¥- * . ph * ms * — Qe — 32 
1 3 toe 3 N 72 * aN 8 3 ‘ wa’ f My — ihe ag — & 7 — 7 2 * 2 n " _— 
* n len 3 8 
* * 1 : 
9 { 5 * 


BURDWAWN 


ama. 
Mar. Isch, 1906, 


Sansivani, 
Mar. 15th, 1906, 
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immediately to put his arm round Jamini Babu’s neck and to begin cutti 
jokes with him. Jamini Babu is an intelligent and energetic young 

t he is doing himself the greatest disservice by losing his own dignity in 
this way. The police darogas are mature and hardened witnesses whom it 
will take some time for the defence to cross-examine. But the Hakim is 
showing great eid to finish the case in the course of a day or two. | 


(d)—Education. 


17. The Burdwan Sanjvani [Burdwan] of the 13th March takes Sir 
. Alexander Pedler to task for having reduced the 
te Alesnaden Ferien. amounts of Government scholarships for meritorious 
students of the Calcutta University and abolished the rule of remunerating 
guards appointed to superintend the University examinations. : 

18. ith reference to the present situation in the Calcutta University 

f regarding the framing of the Regulations by the 

P * * 11 Senate, the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 15th March 

és writes that in 1900, when the Calcutta Municipal 

Act came to be inaugurated, the then Advocate-General, Mr. Woodroffe, 

inted out that according to the law, as it then stood, all municipal employés 

d vacated their offices. The Bengal Government, on coming to be aware 

of this unpleasant decision of their own law officer, consulted Sir Griffith 

Evans, on whose support they could always count, on the question, but Sir 

Griffith also took Mr. Woodroffe’s view. Accordingly Mr. Baker, the Secretary 

to the Bengal Government in the Municipal Department at the time, got a 

special law passed by the Bengal Council to keep all the then existing 
incumbents in their respective offices in the municipality. 

The Advocate-General’s opinion is not always acted on by Government 
as a matter of course, but only when, as in the present instance, it suits 
Government’s own purposes. ‘The blame for undue delay which has taken 
place in the framing of the Regulations lies with Sir A. Pedler who took 
months of rest at Simla, and in connexion with his wedding and who often 
broke up meetings early in order to attend the races. 

19. The same paper writes :— 


OPPRESSIONS IN EASTERN BENGAL. 


Preparations should be made to get Sir B. 
Goverment r- — Fuller transferred. The Government of Eastern 
N * — Bengal is resolved to destroy the Bauaripara and 
Madaripur schools, root and branch. Sir B. Fuller's 
anger has not been appeased by the dismissal, under the orders of 
the Director of Public Instruction, of the Head-master and Assistant Head- 
master of the Madaripur school. At the Banaripara school, thunders are still 
going to be worked, although one of its teachers and some of its pupils have 
been expelled. The Government grant to both of these schools has been 
withdrawn. Government probably thought that the stopping of the grant 
would be followed by the total closing of the schools, —a result, however, which 
has not up to date eusued. 

So far the fees of the students and public subscriptions have succeeded 
in keeping the institution going. Their existence is, however, sure to be 
ended if the number of students attending them can be diminished. To gain 
this latter object, the following letter has lately beer issued from the office of 


the Director of Public Instruction, Eastern Bengal and Assam :— 
No. 1790. 
From The Director of Publ io Instruction, 
Eastern Bengal and Assam, 
To The Inspector of Schools, Dacca Division. 
Dated Shillong, the 28th February 1906. 
Sm, 


With referenoe to your letter No. 106 of the 17th J anvary 1906, I have the honour to 
inform you as follows :— . 
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(1) The scholarship-holders in the Banaripara and Madaripur High English Schools 
ould be ordered to take transfer certificates. 
(2) They should be directed to inform you at once in what schools they propose to hold 
their scholarships in future and to join them forthwith. f 
(3) They should also be at once informed that anz undue delay will render them liable 
to loss of scholarships for the time wasted (under the Manual Rales). 3 
(4) The Head-masters of the schools which the scholarshipholders wish to join should 


the date of their joining. 
report to you the o ir j g 1 


(Sd). N. M. Das Gupta, 
Jor Director of Public Instruction, 
Eastern Bengal and Assam. 


What terrible anger! What a keen desire to ruin these two schools!! 
Many of the scholarship-holders are residents of the neighbourhood at which 
each of these schools is situated, and they cannot be compensated by a 
stipend of 3 or 4 rupees for the expenses which they will be put to in havin 
to reside for study at a distance from their homes. They must therefore 
resign their scholarships. 3 a 

Each succeeding day only strengthens the public impression that Sir B. 
Fuller is disqualified for the office of a Lieutenant-Governor by his angry 
and over-bearing temper. If the Government of India wish well for them- 
selves and for their subjects, they should at once transfer Sir B. Fuller from 
Eastern Bengal. | 

20. Referring to the letter from the Director of Public Instruction in 

Eastern Bengal and Assam to the Inspector of 
Scholarship-holders = in 5 Schools, Dacca Division, regarding scholarship- 
Malia Schools. aneriPare rien holders in the Madaripur and Banaripara High 
| English Schools (noticed in paragraph above), 

the Daily Hitavadi [ Calcutta! of the 16th March remarks :— | 

We wish to enquire if the Government of Eastern Bengal will gain 
added dignity in the eyes of the people there, if it goes on trampling — 
inoffensive villagers and school-boys in this fashion by resorting to low 
and most reprehensible devices, All this will 517 aggravate the popular 
disaffection towards tlie Government. We trust Lord Minto will quickly bring 
Sir B. Fuller to his senses by vetoing this letter. We trust the scholarship- 
holders will not. for the sake of their stipends, accept with bowed heads this 
wrongful order of the Government. : 


DatLy Hrravapt, 
Mar. Loth, 1906. 


21. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 16th March after referring mmeosopnazas, 


3 with regret to the non- inclusion of Munshi 
2 — 2 Frimer by a Musal- Mojammel Huq’s Sisu-ranjan Varna Stksha in the 

. lüst of prescribed text-books for the Burdwan 
Division either for the past or for the present year, goes on to notice an 
allegation that the Musalman Inspector of Schools of this Division is accustomed 
2— to be guided in the discharge of his official duties by his Hindu 
clerks. 

22. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th March writes that 
the fourth question in the first paper in Sanskrit 
a 155 late University Entrance examination was as 
ollows:— 


A question put in the last 
University Entrance examination. 


Translate into English— | 
(a) In the forest of the sage Gautama there dwelt a recluse named Mahatapah, &o., &o. 


The intelligence of the man who set this question is amazing and apt to 
make one speechless. : 
23. The same paper writes that it has now become the chief glory of 
the officials to trample on public opinion st Be 
it goes against their own ideas. The Government 
has shown the utmost contempt for public opinion in the matter of the 
Official Secrets Act, the abolition of the competitive system and the partition 
of Bengal. In the matter of selecting a successor to Sir A. Pedler, Govern- 
ment is following the same policy. Mr. Earle’s appointment has been 
objected to by the entire public, Indian and European, ever since it was first 


eard of, but what does it matter? All argument must give way before the 
id of the Government. wits as . 


Sir A. Pedler's successor. 


Mar. 16th, 1906. 


Dur Hrravant, 
Mar. 16th, 1906. 


Dar Hrravapdi, 
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Hrrava nl, 
Mar. 16th, 1906. 


DaILyY UitTavaDl, 
Mer. 17th, 1906. 


Hm Ba NOA v As1, 


Mar. 19th, 1906. 


Dacca PRAK 48G, 
Mar. 18th, 1906. 


DalLt HitavaDi, 
Mar. 20th, 1906. 
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24. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th March writes that a well-known 
i correspondent has written from Dacca to inform it 
The case of 8 of the that Mr. Percival, a teacher of the local Co 
e f School, was some days ago the victim of a most 
severe personal assault. It appears that he had entered into some despi 
and disreputable premises, where for some reason or other he fell out with 
a number of gundas. The dispute that arose culminated in a fight. 
Mr. Percival is now in hospital, where his dying declaration has been a 
down. | 

25. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 17th March suggests the 

abolition of the School Book Society in its t 

1 School Book form and the utilisation of its — Stade 

aa for the printing and publ cation of the hitherto 

unpublished ancient manuscripts on palm-leaves which may be found in the 

villages of Bengal and of the several books of merit also unpublished until now 

to which mention is made in Babu Dines Chandra Sen’s work on Bengali 
Language and Literature. 

26. Referring to the Calcutta School Bock Society the Hindi Bangavasi 
[Calcutta] of the 19th March observes that a trade 
in books by Government now-a-days means the 
ruin of all private enterprize. The selling of books 
in India is not such a profitable business as to induce the Government to take it 
up. The Government should therefore in the interest of the private book-sellers 
abolish the present Calcutta School Book Society. The private deaiersin books 
being many, and the competition among them very hard, it is not likely that 
the closing of the institution will raise the market price of books. the 
Government have already given up tea-plantation and making aluminum 
wares in the interest of private dealers, it should likewise close the School Book 
Society too. 

27. A correspondent writing to the I acca Prakas [ Dacca) of the 18th March 
complains that on the occasion of the Adya 
and Madhya Sanskrit Examinations which were 
held on the 6th and 7th March last at the premises of the Dacca Training 
School under the superintendence ot the Head-master of that institution, no seats 
were provided for the tol student examinees beforehand, the Hvad-master explain- 
ing this omission by the statement that he had not received any list of examinees 
in time to arrange the seats: It was only when the candidates had already 
mustered in his examination hall, at about 12 noon, that the list was sent for 
and got in haste from the office of the local Inspector of Schools. 3 

28. A correspondent writes as follows to the Daily Hitavadi Calcutta] of 
the 20th March :— 

It is a matter of great regret that irregularity and self-will have been mani- 

a fested in the fullest measure in the conducting of all 
ior Eanes in the tel examina- Sanskrit examinations, whether J ariksha (Titles), 
Adya (Preliminary) or Madhya (Middle), ever since 
Babu Haraprasad was entrusted with the task of conducting them. Firstly, irre- 
larities in connection with the selection of examiners; secondly, irregularities 
in connection with the setting of questions; and thirdly, irregularities in con- 
nection with the award of scholarships—all these seem to have become constant 
factors of the fol examinations. 

The wise and experienced and widely honoured Pandits who used to be 
appointed, by turns, as examiners have now been relieved of that labour, the 
reason, as we learn it, being that they do, net act conformably to Hara- 
23 Babu’s wishes. The thing is, therefore, got done by Professors in the 

skrit College. But even, under this arrangement, Professors like Kamak- 
ehya Nath Tarkavagis are excluded from all share in this work, a number of 
Tarkabhushans and Vidyabhusans enjoying the monopoly of the business. 
If ever it becomes indispensable to appoint outsiders as examiners, it is men 
from whom he has, at any time, received any benefit and to whom he is, there- 
fore, bound by ties of gratitude who are favoured by him with almost a per- 

petual lease of examinership. He has given it out before the public that not 


The proposed closing of the 
School Book Society. 


A complaint. 


to appoint these men as examiners is to slight merit. Itis on this 1 ae“ ra 
, a Lafka- 


no other that Guru Charan Vidyabhushan of Bali and Haris Chandra 
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sina, a Professor of Mulajor (at present of Nadia) are appointed examiners. 
Alas for appreciation of merit! 3 0 

Some years ago these proceedings were severely criticised with the result 
that such self-will in condueting of examinations showed some signs of diminu- 
tion. But we see that the Mahamahopadhyays is on his old hobby-horse again. 

There is another point which we have omitted through forgetfulness. 
That point is, that it is stated in the printed rules relating to the examinations 
that no canditate who has not studied, for at least one year, with a Professor or 
in an institution shall N in any examination as a student of that Professor 
or of that institution. It is a wonder that Haraprasad Babu 
unable to observe this rule. It is not possible for Hara 
means, to realize the trouble which ios Pandits undergo in bringing up one 
of their student with the money which they obtain by begging. That is 
why heis not ashamed of securing, by hook or by crook, students taught by such 
Pandits. For some years past, he has been ‘inviting by letters students in differ- 
ent places to come and read in the titles class of the Sanskrit College and, we 
bear, that he alvo holds out to them hopes of brilliant success in the examinations. 
But when he saw that this was of no avail to entice over sensible students (the 
reason of their unwillingness to come to the Sanskrit College will be evident 
on aconsideration of the results of the College in the M.A. examination in 
or ggg gee he saw that request alone would not do, he resorted to a new 
trick, He created an endowment with the money of people belonging to 
castes whose money no good Brahmin should accept, nay, to accept whose 
money is a sin according to the sastras. Now a number of students allured by 
that endowment coupled with the temptations of gas-light and pipe-water 
and also of success in the examinations, have accepted scholarships on that 
foundation and enrolled themselves as students of the Sanskrit College, having 
maintained themselves long previously with the food given them by the poor 
Brahmins, their former Professors, and, some of them, having been plucked once 
or twice, in those examinations. We learn, for certain, that these students 
are now suffering no end of distress and humiliation. Here we have one 
instance of the subtle modes in which Nemesis has her way. 


Be that as it may, several such students have appeared in the examinations 
from the Sanskrit College ; and there are clear indications to show that those 
students will succeed this time. It is needless to say that most of them have 
not studied in the Sanskrit College for the full term of a year. Haraprasad 
Babu has, in contravention of the rule referred to above, 2 them to 
appear in the examinations as students of that College. He no eyes to see 
things in this case. It is much to be regretted that such temptations should 
lead to the daily deterioration and eventual extinction of the poor indigenous 
tols. Government is, on the one hand, incurring a large expenditure with a 
view to the improvement of these indigenous tols, while its own officers, on the 
other, are pursuing a policy the direct reverse of this. Nothing could be 
sadder than this. 


It is our humble prayer, under these circumstances, that Government will 
omptly attond to the matter and form a Committee com of renowned 
rofessora in the land, and entrust that Committee with the charge of cond 
the examinations, or else these examinations will always continue to be 
by irregularities. | 
It was the rule formerly to appoint Professors, whether living near or 
far off, who knew a particular eubject best as examiners in that very subject, 
But the direct contrary of this now holds good, that is to say, a man is 
appointed examiner in that very subject of which he knows least, r rT to 
this rule being very rare indeed, This year’s arrangement will make this olear. 
e find one and the same man examiner for the following several subjects, 
namely, Narva yaya (Modern Logic), Purva Mimansa and Sonkhya Phi- 
pny Babu Pramathanath Tarkabhushan being this examiner. Everybody 
2 ows what scandals attended the appointment of this Babu as a Professor of 
© College. Nobody has yet been able to understand what subject it is that 
mus gentleman professes. There is no subject that he does not seem to know 


Huren T, so that one would fain take him for u favoured son of the 
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_. It is the chair of Smriti (Hindu Law) that he - in the 
College. But, for all that, a man has to be imported from outside to examine 
in that subject. This should enable every to judge of his knowledge of 
that subject. Next comes the question of his knowledge of Nyaya. But 
everything is now Nyays (here is a pun on the word, which means both Logic 
and Justice). True, it is, that he picked up a 2 of Maya, the rest 
of his knowledge of that branch of learning being a result of direct inspiration. 
But we speak no more than the truth when we say that there were candidates 
for examination in Nyaya before whom Pramatha Babu would not have dared 
to so much as open his mouth. But armed with his official position, he has 
undone those vandidates. No less deep is this gentleman’s acquaintance with 
Mimansa Philosophy. : 

As for Sankhya, his mastery of that branch of preg 8d was sufficiently 
displayed by him by the manner in which he acquitted himself in this very 
Titles Examination in that subject. It is not known to the public what a 
certificate he got by his clear failure in that subject. It isa matter of regret 
that this very man is an examiner in that subject in the Titles Examination. 

It is a wonder that that very man has forgotten all his antecedents, having 
been appointed an examiner by Haraprasad Babu’s favour. We hear that, on 
the day of the oral examination, he treated the candidates very ill. As soon as a 
candidate presented himself before him, he was not content without asking along 
with his name the name of his school and his teacher also. 

Nobody has failed to see the evident object of such interrogation. Accord- 
ing to the answers he received to that interrogation, Pramatha Babu allowed 
some candidates 10 minutes, others 15 minutes and others again half-an-hour 
or more in the oral examination. So much for the examiner's sense of justice 
and righteousness ! | 

There is one more thing that need be stated. We learn, on enquiry, that 
the questions for the oral examination in Sankhya were selected by Banamali 
Babu, a Professor of the College, and it was he who was appointed to conduct 
that examination. But he wus prevented by an accident from being present, and 
so the Pandit who has acquired learning so unexpectedly was entrusted with 
the charge of that examination. This Prince of Pandits was unable to discover 
the books or the particular portions of them from which these questions had 
been set. He therefore pooh-poohed right answers given by many candidates 
from his inability to make out the meaning of such answers. This was not 
all. He required one candidate to find out, at a glance, the questions set by 
Banamali Babu, in a bulky printed volume containing text, commentary, the 
explanations or applications of technical sutras or 22 » expositions, and 
commentaries on comments or glosses, all in one. The students of the Sanskrit 
College were not, of course, required to do any such thing. Insome cases, the 
examiner frightened the simple candidates by observing with a grin ‘‘ Here, 
you lose all marks.” 

It is necessary to state that we have learnt from a trustworthy source that 
the student of the Murshidabad Jubilee Tol, who enrolled himself as a student 
of the Sanskrit College and appeared in the examination in Sankhya, has 
secured the largest number of marks, while better students have obtained less 
marks. Should there be any greater injustice? We further hear that 
Pramatha Babu showed great hauteur at the commencement of the examination 
in Mimansha, but the application of an appropriate remedy speedily brought 
him to his senses. 

Haraprasad Babu who is in charge of these examinations is solely respon- 
sible for all these irregularities. He understands nothing himself, and beguiled 
by blarney has made himself a tool in the hands of a number of worthless people 
to the great prejudice of many. This arbitrariness is seen in the Adys and 
Madhya examinations also. It is hard to say how ill these examinations 
fare, if he remains in sole charge of them for some time longer. This time, 
too, there are many errors and irregularities in the questions, which we will 
point out in the next issue. 

Goverument's indifference to the matter is much to be regretted. We 
therefore earnestly entreat the generous Government to appoint a committee 
composed of renowned Professors in the country, and entrust that committee 
with the charge of conducting these examinations, or these examinations will 
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ill indeed. At any rate, much good might be expected from the 
Syndicate being entrusted with the charge of conducting these examinations 
g with the University examinations. So much for the present. 


(e Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


29. The Prasun [Katwa] of the 16th March reports that in the ere 

week there were at Katwa 10 attacks and 7 deaths 

eee from plague. The total figures up to the Wednes- 

day previous are 38 attacks and 25 deaths, The weather has lately been cloudy, 
and this probably betokens an increase in the severity of the epidemic. 

30. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta } of the 16th March, after announcing 


i with 3 to the efforts of the local Muni- 
cipality to check the spread of the disease, goes on to complain that the 
Medical man who has been brought up from Calcutta by the Commissioner of 
the Presidency Division to assist in coping with this outbreak is a raw youth 
fresh from College, who is disinclined even to feel the pulse of the patients, and 
that the Municipal funds are wasted in keeping him up; and concludes b 
suggesting that his services should be replaced by those of Babu Upendra Na 
Bose, L.M.8., the experienced man in charge of the Municipal dispensary. 

31. The Nihar [Contai] of the 20th March complains of the terrible havoc 
caused by the prevalence of cholerain the Jala- 
mutha, Sujamutha and Amarsi parganas in Midna- 
pore. Corpses are not always being cremated and qualified medical assistance 
is not available. 

32. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th March, after expressing pleasure 
that the allegations made in one of its previous issues 
against the Chairman of the Bansberia Municipality 
in the Hooghly district have attracted the notice of 
Government and now form the matter of an inquiry by the Divisional Commis- 
sioner, goes on to supplement them as below: — | 

(1) The budget for the coming official year which is required under 
section 71 of the Bengal Muniripal Act to be prepared at least two months in 


Cholera in Midnapore. 


The Chairman of the Bansberia 
Municipality in Hooghly. 


advance is not yet ready, although there now remains only a fortnight for the 


new official year to commence. | 

(2) The Chairman, with the assent of some of the Commissioners, 
arbitrarily interfered with an assessment list preps after 3 months’ work 
by an Assessor especially appointed this year against the practice of previous 
years ;in the course of which interference he showed favouritism to his own. 
friends. As an example, the five brothers of the Kundu family, who hitherto 
used to be assessed together, are now assessed separately, but the Chairman 
himself and his two brothers are assessed together, although they occupy 
separate houses and live apart. Se 

33. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 17th March publishes a cartoon with 
reference to the Municipal elections in Calcutta, 
—— the general idea of which is to show up the length 
to which the candidates for Commissionership go in seeking votes. 

34. The Dacca Garette [Dacca] of the 19th March, after announcing that 

W Munisteell the Municipal elections at Dacca town took place 
> ery: on the previous Monday, goes on to write :— 

Already a rumour is current there that there is to be no Native Chairman 
henceforth, and that the Municipal Secretaryship also is to be filled by a 
European. We cannot say how far this rumour is founded on fact. But from 
the signs of the times nobody is entitled to say that anything is impossible 
under the present regime. There are three offices of honour an responsibility 
Open to natives under the existing system of Local Self-Government, and they 
are the Chairmanship and Vice-Chairmanship of a Municipality and the Vice- 
Chairmanship of a District Board. All Bengalis who are lovers of their country 
are bound by considerations of justice and morality to keep unsullied the — 
of the great gift of the noble-minded Lord. Ripon to the people of India. 


A cartoon. 


PRASUN 


| 
Mar. 16th, 1906. 


MiH1R-0-SUDHAKAR, 
the outbreak of plague at Santipur and referring Mar. 16th, 1906. 


Nika, 


Mar. 20th, 1906, 


HITAVADIe 
Mar. 16th, 1906. 


BadA vast, 
Mar. 17th, 1906, 


Dacca GazRtTTs, 
Mar, 19th, 1906, 


But thanks to the changes wrought by time, the natives are gradually coming 


to be debarred from holding these three offices. The Vice-Chairmansbip of the 
District Board of Dacca has for a long time past been filled by a non-official. 


a 


Nimas, 
Mar. 20th, 1906, 


Banoavasl, 
Mar. 17th, 1906. 


Napa, 
Mar. 17th, 1906. 


Dar Hrravant, 
Mar. 19th, 1906. 


The presen c N * 
Khajab Aj | It is now 
rumoured Muhammad Yasuff is to be replaced bya ‘European, 
But why ? ) | 
Se tack for the Dacca District Board. As for the Dacea Manici i 

its Chairmen, ever since the time of Lord Ripon, have been un- But 
a change has come over the spirit of the authorities in the course of the last 
few years, and natives of the soil have now come to be regarded as an eye-sore 

many of the former. That is why a District Magistrate was put in as 

irman of the Dacca Municipality some time ago. But, as is nsual under 
official predominance, the underlings of the Municipality became high-handed 
and scandals became frequent, and this ultimately resulted in a return to 
the old system of 5 an unofficial Chairman in the person of Khan Bahadur 
Khaje Mohamed Y . The Khan Bahadur, it may be boldly affirmed, has 
effected improvements under his regime which are equalled by the record 
of one of his predecessors only, the late Babu Iswar Chandra Das, and which 
have earned for the former approbation anda title from the Government, 
Can the anthorities explain why such a competent man is no longer to be 
retained in office? | 

The Lieutenant-Governor is accustomed time and often to hint at his 
solicitude for the welfare of the Musalmans. We await his. treatment of the 
Khan Bahadur to afford an indication of his real feelings. Dacca is anxious to 
see the sort of reward which is to be conferred by Government on one of 
her leading citizens for whole-hearted devotion to the public service. Fortune 
is proverbially fickle, and who can explain why she is now unkind to the Khan 
Bahadur? Like Cardinal Wolsley, the Khan Bahadur may also exclaim in 
sorrow :— 

Had I served my God half as diligently as I have served my munibe, He would not 
have thrown me 2 this — 5 . 5 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


35. The Nehar [ ena the 20th March says that, since the beginning 
— the survey and settlement of the Contai sub- 

division of the Midnapore district, great discontent 

has been prevailing in that of the country. 
Settlement Officers gave parchas in the names of bhagohasis (those who cultivate 
lands belonging to others and receive portions of the produce as their remu- 
neration). Armed with these parchas the bhagchasis became desirous of depriv- 
ing the land-owners of their share in the produce of their lands. This gave 
rise to expensive litigation which ruined the bhagchasis and became a source of 
t trouble and loss to the land-owners. Besides this, it has created and 

ostered ill-feeling between the parties. 


Settlement disputes in 
Midnapore district. 


(9) —Rathwoays and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


36. The Bangavasi * of the 17th a . to 8 
1 constructing an overbridge at Dattap on 
wor tlie an overbridge staBail (Central section, Eastern Bengal State Railway), 
and of providing adequate lights on both the plat- 

forms at night until the overbridge is constructed. 
37. The Nadia [Kri nag Jof 2 17th March refers te the necessity: of 
: to the existing number of passenger trains 

the Benaghet-Murshidebed tine, en the Ranaghst-Murshidabad Railway. 
38. A correspondent of the 8 el = the = March 
8 „ mays that lights are not ided at night in t 

1 n waiting - rooms attached i the Krishnagar .city 
Railway station on the Ranaghat-Murshidabad line. Recently at about 11 
o’clock on one night the correspondent saw three women passengers sitting in 
darkness in the women’s waiting-room. The Station-master was inf of 
the matter, but to no effect. 


( 241°): 
(h)— General. 


39. The Burdwan Sanjivani 7 of the 13th March says that Japan Buapwox Sansvans, 


should take u 


partition, and e proposal te purtition of 
wnt intervention of Japan . ; 
and America. me 


the case of the Bengalis against the 
engal and plead it before the Sover- 
and people of England. It is not ressonable 
to say that Japan will refuse to do this, because 
she is bound by her treaty with England to guard the interests of India. For 
the good of Eaglaad and India, she can even enquire into the cause of the 
frequent occurrence of famine in the latter country. Similarly America also 
may be induced to take pity on the Indians and plead their case before the 
authorities in England. In fact, India will now have to depend solely on the 
favour of outsiders for the removal of their rniseries. 
40. We can never approve, says the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o- Ananda Basar 
„ 10 Patrika 1 of the 15th March, of the con- 
gnats duct of Mr. Morley in upholding the partition of 
Bengal in spite of his conviction that it was an unjust and unjustifiable measure. 
However that may be, when the partition is for the present an N 
fact, we must try our best to keep the sepurated parts of Bengal united in a 
community of feelings and interest, and continue our efforts to get them 
reunited, And some geserous-minded statesman, it matters not whether he 
be a liberal or a conservative, may one day arise inthe sky of English politics 
and make these efforts on our part successful. 
41. The Dacca Gazette 2 of the 19th March writes as follows in 
English :— = 
8 The recent action of Mr. John Morley in 
connection with the Partion Debate in the House of Commons has served as an 
eye-opener to the vast majority of our countrymen, who were so long under 
e delusion that the liberal party at least will, true to its tradition, pay due 
regard to the wishes of the people of India in governing the country Providence 
has placed in their hands. The idea is gradnally dawning upon us and gather- 
ing strength that our salvation, political, social and moral, lies in our hands. 
So long as we do not learn to stand on our own legs, we cannot hope to advance 
a step in any direction, and when we will be in u position to stand erect without 
the help of an official crutch, then and then only will our prayers and 
memorials have any chance of being heeded to by ourrulers, Till thon, we 
must be prepared for the shabby treatment accurded to the entire Bengali 
nation by the highest tribunal of the land—we mean, the House of Commons. 
42. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh | of the 13th March says that it is the: 
. ö 5 1 * ones 2 a dee 
180 r is responsible for the growth of ill-feeling between 
A, e Hindus and A within its juristiction. Its 
a open avowal of a liking for Musalmans and of 
aversion for Hindus has led the former to think that they are justified in con- 
sidering the latter as their enemies. This state of things is likely to give rise 
to a serious friction between the two parties, and the situation has already 
proved perilous in the Mymensingh district. Of course every intelligent and 
educated Musalman knows that the real object of the authorities iu professing 
s0much sympathy with the Musalmansis to suppress the sw2desks movement by 
setting them against their Hindu neighbours. But the bulk of the Musalman 
population of the country is uncultured and illiterate, and these ignorant people 
that Government really favours them as against the Hindus, and will give 
em appointments in the public service in<pite of their want of education. 
This idea hus led many a Musalman student to give up his studies and become 
a candidate for Government service. If Government really loved the Musalmans, 
it would heve made arrangements for providing better education for them 
than what they receive at present, for lack of education is the chief cause of 
all their miseries. But, instead of doing that, Government is only making a 
cats paw of the illiterate Musalman for the purpose of suppressing the d 
movement, and is thus bringing about a state of insecurity in the ‘country. 
here is already a feeling of insecurity in the minds of the Hindu inhabitants 
of many places in the mufassal, and they fear that henceforth they will not 
get justice in law courts against Musalmans. The attention of His Excellency 
the Viceroy is drawn to this matter. 


Mr. Morley and the partition. 


Mar. 13th, 1996, 


Sar Sm Visuxv- 
Prrva-0-ANanvda 
BAZAR Para. 


Mar. 16th, 1906. 


Dacca GASBTTS, 
Mar. 19th, 1906. 


Cuarv Minis, 
Mar. 13th, 1906. 
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gumnm, 
Mar. 14th, 1906. 


Daur Hrravandi, 
Mar, 17th, 1906, 


Buarat Mirra, 
Mar. 17th, 1906. 


Dar Hrravapi, 
Mar. 17th, 1906, 


Buarat Mira, 
Mar. 17th, 1906, 
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43. The Sukrid [Noakhali] of the 14th March, after pointing ont that 
3 hitherto * ere was Boca? all a 15 printi 
Goversment yetrenene OF presscs at Noa to be allowed to have a share 
ee e in local official orders for printing, refers * 
rumour that it has now been resolved to discontinue this custom and in future 
to restrict all such orders to only one of these presses, viz., the Nos khali Press, 
The writer goes on to suggest that this press has no superior claims to official 
favour, since it is nota peculiarly Musalman. concern and since it on one 
occasion published some papers regarding Mr. Pennell a the wishes of the 
local officials of the time. The paper concludes with an appeal to the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Eastern Bengal and Assam to recognise the superiority 
of the claims of its own press to those of the other presses. 


44. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 15th March praises Dr. Coppinger, 
the Civil Surgeon of Chittagong, as an officer who 
In praise of the Civil Surgeon during the short time he has been there has won 
end tho Assistant Surgeon of © : ; +. one g 
Chittagong. general approbation for his amiability and his 
professional skill, and for the efficiency and justices 
which has characterised the discharge of his duties as Chairman of the 
Local Municipality. | 
The paper also speaks of Dr. Bharat Chandra Dhar, the Assistant Surgeon 
of the same place, as a good professional man with virtues so manifold that the 
like of him has rarely been seen at Chittagong. 
45. The Dai Hitavadi S of the 17th March makes the following 
allegations in connection with the management of 
the Bengal Secretariat Press by Mr. Chalmers:— 
(1) Since January last the compositors have 
been working by candle-light at night, the gas 
having been cut off. ‘l'‘his puts Government to extra expense. 
(2) Some venetians as well as wooden partition walls of the office 
building have been torn up. 


46. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 17th March says that, from the 

a way in which Sir Bampfylde Fuller replied to the 
e address presented to him by the Musalmans of 
Serajganj in Mymensingh, it appears that His Honour’s temper now is not 
what it was during the administration of Lord Curzon. 


47. With reference to the deputation lately received by Mr. Morley in 

din witli Abdi London regarding the conditions of work at the 
milla in Bombay. ——S-—Sso Mills in Bombay, the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of 
the 17th March suggests that the real motive which 

actuated the deputation was by regulating the hours of labour at these mills 
to stifle their productive capacity and thereby to prevent them from contribut 
ing to make the swadeshi movement a success. The sending out of an English 
Inspector as 2 by Mr. Morley cannot be regarded as prudent, since the 
methods pursued in the mills in England and in India are wholly different and 
the Bombay mills cannot therefore expect an impartial opinion from the 
English Inspector. Tho Bombay Mill-owners must now be prepared for trouble 


in the near future. 


48. In noticing the reply of Mr. Morley to the depatation of som® 
ie a English weavers who waited upon him on the 14th 
1 * oa instant in which he is reported to have said that 
the question raised by the deputation was one of 
humanity, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 17th March says:— __ 

Bravo Brother Morley! bravo! It is no fault of yours, but that of your 
office, the occupation of which have produced such sentiments in you 
It is certain that he will now send an inexperienced, raw English Inspector to 
India, for the question is one of Aumanity (Oh! for this humanity.) ; 

In noticing the same subject, the Hinds Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 10th 
March save tnat the sympathy expressed by the weavers of England towards the 
Indian labourers is actuated, not from any humanitarian sentiment, but from 
motives of increasing the sale of English-made cotton to the prejadice 


of the Bombay Mill-ownars. It is to be d a 1 athy 
is. with the Eugliab Mill- owners. o be regretted that Morley sympath 


Allegations agairst Mr. Chalmers, 
Superintendent of Government 
Press, Bengal. 


1 


49. After complaining of the fact that no direct representatives of the Dacca Pascas, 
Cooles have been given seats on the Assam Labour Mr. 18th, 1906. 
The Assam Labour Enquiry Enquiry Commission, the Dacca Prakas [Dacca] of 
ee, the 18th March goes on: | 

It has been proposed to withdraw the contract system from the Sylhet, 
Cachar, Goalpara and Kamrup districts, but the planters of the other districts 
object to this withdrawal on the ground that with free labour in these districts 
the coolies of the neighbourhing districts will object to submit to contract labour. 
When opinions such on these can be expressed in regard to a question under 
judgment by one of the parties interested, it is not difficuilt to understand 
what sort of favourable treatment the coolies can expect from the Commission. 

And just think of tho logic of the objection taken. A neighbour is 
not to be happy, because his happiness might create ambition for similar 
happiness in the minds of every slave! Excellent logic! Ono hesitates even 
to think that argument like this can be adduced by men who wish to 
before the world as educated and civilised. It looks as if the sid and the 
wonderful logic of those influential tea-planters, guided as they are by their 
self-interest, will prevail in the end. After all, the authorities will always be 
enabled to claim that they constituted this commission to remove the 
grievances of the coolies. It is a matter for debate how far a policy like this 
will maintain the prestige of the British Government. 

60. In noticing Sir Henry Bannerman’s proposal in the House of un 

ic itt et ee De Commons to despatch a commission of inqui — 
Parliament towards Inds. to the Transvaal, the Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 

| 18th March feels sorry that, when any question on 
Indian affairs is raised in that House, the Premier somehow or other stifles 
discussion. It is strange that administering India in the way they are doing, 
the British Government is labouring under the impression that the Indians | J 
are admirers of the British rule. | oe, 4 

31. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 19th March writes as follows: — pany Rmavant, 1 

It is with the aid of displomacy alone that the Mar. Id, 1908, if 
English subjugated India, and it is by means of im 
diplomacy that they are governing it. They know that unity is strength. 1 
They are, therefore, ever solicitous to prevent the growth of unity among the a 
Indians. English policy bas separated brother from brother in India, and 
created ill-feeling between Hindus and Musalmans in the land. The English : 1 
try to keep the Musalmans aloof from the Indian National Congress by giving 4 
them false hopes of Government service, and they have arranged matters in if 
such a manner as to prevent the latter from receiving education in the modern : 
fashion, so that they may always remain the mean sycophants of their English 1 
rulers. This is 1 attempts are made to establish separate schools and 1 
Universities for the Musalmans. Arrangements are also being made to 12 
rich and poor Hindu students from reading in the same institutions, and there 4 
are attempts to establish separate schools and colleges for the former. i 
Fortunately, however, both Hindus and Musalmans have divined the secret 
object of their rulers in doing all this, and educated Musalmans now take 1 
part in the Indian National Congress with more seal than before: and Hindus 14 
and Musalmans are both protesting against the attempts which are being i 
made to bring about a division between them by partitioning Bengal. The ii 
Hindu says that the Muhammadan is his younger brother, and that he will. it 
not for sake hin. The Musalman says that the Hindu is his elder and more 19 
enlightened brother and that he is unwilling to forsake this brother, and 

ome a slave of the English aliens. In fact, a separation of Hindus from 
Musalmans will weaken both. 

The policy of divide-and-rule has always guided the conduct of the 4 
English in India. First of all they established a footing in India by insti- a 
gating quarrels between the Hindu and the Musalmans Princes in the land, 4 
and they next made arrangements to prevent the Indians, Hindus and iE 
Musalmans alike from gaining strength by unity. The Muhrattas were a ie 

werful nation and the English divided them placing them under three 3 | it 
overnments, the Government of the Central Provinces, the Berar and Bombay. ( 
> portion of the Punjab has been formed into a new Province, and is now 
ed the North-Western Frontier Province, Delhi has been separated from 


“English policy and our duty.” 
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Agra. Last of all comes the partition of Réngal. History points to the 
Bengalis as a cowardly and gelle minded nation, and consequently they did 
not rouse the suspicions of the English for a long time. But of late years 
the Bengalis as well as the Biharis and the Uriyas have, by their education, 
intellect and unity, grown powerful in the field of [ndian politics. Besides 
this, the Bengalis now lead the public 3 in India. All this has made 
them tho eye-sore of the authorities, who are consequently trying their 
best to shatter their strength by dividing them under two Governments. 

What should we do now? Should we tamely allow the English to give 
a severe sword-thrust to the person of Mother Bengal? Never, never! We 
must try to save our mother-country. Constitutional agitation, petition 
and argument have all failed to dissuade the Government from carrying out 
the cruel measure. The authorities are determined to divide the Bengali 
nation, The only course now left to the Bengali is to try. to draw the 
attention of Englishmen to his wants and grievances by striking at their’ 
commercial interest by means of a boycott of English goods. And in this 
the inhabitants of other parts of India have promised to help him. The 
consequence of the boycott is already felt. The sale of country-made goods 
has immensely increased, and dealersin English goods are crying over their’ 
losses. By making this beycots permanent, the Bengali will be able to give 
food to thousands of famished native artisans, develop indigenous arts and 
industries and save the country from a ruinous financial drain, besides 
drawing the attention of the merchant community in England to the 
wants and grievances of the Indians. 

The boycott will do another good to the Indians. It will save their 
religion which is so dear to them. Every Hindu knows that foreign salt and 
sugar are not so pure, from the religious point of view, as country-made salt 
and sugar. The articles which are used for refining the former, in forei 
countries are such as will make every Hir du and Musalman shudder to hear 
of. Pandits well versed in the Shastas will also say that foreign ‘cloths 
should not be used in religions ceremonies. From whatever point of view 
the question is seen, it is evident that the boycott should be maintained with 
firmness and at all costs. 

Dany Ema. 52. The same paper says that so far as the Indians are concerned 
— 5 ba ak as Mr, Morley’s liberalism consists in expressing 
the a ee sympathy with them in their sufferings, but not in 
iving or even promising them any relief. There 
is courtesy, generosity oe refinement in his words. His speeches, however, 
never evince a desire to remove the wants and grievances of the Indians. But 
sweet words alone cannot heal human sufferings, and Mr. Morley’s sweet words 
for the Indians have only deceived them. What they want is removal of 
their grievances, and if the ministry is not po to grant their prayer, 
they must try to gain their object by their independent efforts. | 
8 53. The Hindi Bangavast r of * 19th March is sorry wg Foe 
she ; e have formed a wrong conception o : 

„ T Minto’s statesmanship, as they say that His Ex- 
cellency spends most of his time in pleasure seeking instead of attending to 
the affuirs of the State. : 

Indictment like this should not be made openly, for how can the outside 
public know what the Viceroy is or is not doing quietly. 

54. Referring to the question of the unemployed in England the same 
paper writes:—And what of the enormous number 
of the unemployed in this country? In India the 
people are divided into three classes, viz., high, middle and lower, of which 
the second by the reason of their superiority in number and intellectual 
advancement are, so to speak, the backbone of the country; but this is the 
class which is in most need of employment, and it is difficult to draw a true 
picture of their condition. All the industries in the country being ruin 
the only means of livelihood left to them is service of the State; but appoint- 
ments in Government service are few in number, hence the majority of this 
class find themselves without employment. The condition of the lower classes 
is worse still. Formerly almost every one of this class had a piece of land, 
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the cultivation of which. supplied his wants. Those without it worked as- 


ths, eto. But now they have neither. They have either to 
ll deer 1 a lands or work as coolies which 18 worse than slavery. 


illi f men belonging to these two classes are without employ- 
wih, Tig hive a food to eat and no cloth to cover their body, and. 


therefore prefer death to such living. What are the Government of the 


‘and the well-to-do people going to do for these men. Millions of these. 
i 2 dead, oe . eae todie. What measures does the Govern-. 


ment propose to take to save them from death ? 


55. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta | of the 20th March says that it is. 


not a little surprising tbat, while professing the 
How Musalmans are treated greatest friendliness for the Musalman community, 
by Government. 
in different places on the ground of incompetence. We are, however, aware 
1 does not 3 the Hindus half so much as it does the 
Musalmans. Hence its efforts to keep the Musalman community uneducated 
and poor. This has been clearly demonstrated by Mr. Amir Ali, a former 
Judge of the Calcutta High Court. The manner in which Sir Bampfylde 
Fuller has lately dismissed from office a respectable Musalman gentleman of 
Dacca will pain oe Kban Bahadur Khaja Mahammad Yusuf. is 
very respectably connected, being a near relation of the Nawab Sahib. He 
was the Vice-Chairman of the District Board, and a large amount of money 
was embezzled by an officer of the Board during his tenure of office, Now, 
everybody knows that the Vice-Chairman is but an ornamental figure-head, 
while all real power is exercised by the Magistrate-Chairman. But in spite 
of this notorious fact, Sir Bampfylde has absolved the English Chairman from 
all responsibility in the matter and punished the Khan Bahadur by removal 
from his office of Vice-Chairman as well as from the Chairmanship of the 
Municipality. In West Bengal] also Musalmans have been cruelly oppressed 
in Midnapore. We shall be glad if Sir Bampfylde’s treatment of the Khan 
Bahadur has the effect. of opening the eyes of the seekers of official favour. 


ILI.—LEGIsLaTIoN. 


56, With reference to the official reply to the Hon’ble Babu A. C. 

: __.  Mozumdar’s question regarding the Gorai Bridge 

Pg wendy oad 1. questions in and the Eastern Bengal State Railway at the 

3 sitting of the Bengal Council on the 10th March 

last, the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th March writes that the manner in 

which questions are now usually replied to suggests that it is a useless 

trouble to ask them af all. The manner in which the point raised by this 

question has been evaded is most surprising. Sir Andrew Fraser is showing 
himself the dahadur on all sides. , 

It is also observed that Government would have done well to have 


adopted Babu A. C: Mozumdar’s amendment 1 at the same sitting of 


the Council, having for its object an extension of the protection afforded by 
the Bengal Disorderly Houses Bill to places of public worship. 


1V.—NativE States. 


57. The Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 18th March says that Lord Curzon 
deprived the Nizam of the province of Berar by 
fraud. During the last year its revenue increased 
77 two lakhs of rupees and may increase still in future. Government may be 
pleased with this increase, but the question which should be considered is 
whether the people are satisfied with the change in the administration of the 


country, if the Government is right in demanding more than what the Nizam 
was satisfied with. 


The Berar question. 


V.—PRrosPects oF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


58. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the ga: sa: van. 
2 — 
dearness of food-grains in Eastern Bengal, it is Mar. ist, i906. 


Distress in Esters Bengal. löth March says that, considering the prevailing 


Government should dismiss individual Musalmans 


DatLy Hrravant, 
Mar, 20th, 1906. 


Hrravapt, 


Mar, 16th, 1906. 


Hrrvagra, 


Mar. 48th, 1906, 


sd 3 7 — — type jt — we — 
¢ 18 r 
. ae n n 
wy * 


. bene 1 


; : , 
— nee... Memes —— 0 
‘ = See ad } 7 
4 ? 


4 at < me * i x mme D * awe Sa Sey AS es ae « 
1 = e, N ‘ ° a * — . * — seers edad ee tr 2S NPR AD ty 
i oh 4k i — . — ale — 1 Ger 2 n — — r n — Se 8 25 N 
1 ; N n 1 3 nis ha Vicia 3 . K ‘ “4 523 : = +3 3 2 at ‘ * 8 I — — — — , — —— 
4 8 3 4 * n 8 eh n ies 1 ee ESP ee of 2 . " = Age > ; ; . 
. # 4 Al = — * wee * i . ee 7 5 2 MAS , 4 * . es - N = ‘ ; : vm . ‘ 
rs 33 on : N * 2 3 Rte i As „ 2 . . N , 1 * ai eee ae — e 43: n 2 “= . 3 . 3 7 
* SY 84 a 7 * N 2 2 oe. ’ 1 
mr 2 2 on a r . ; - * 18 3 . i “8 ‘ 
— 0 * * 4 * n — A N — . BS 4 Ae 23 _ i en a >. 
2 Pe fs SPOR . oon ig 9 r os asta <3 at te 143 ͤ.ü es N 1 = 1 EC n> — ' W — 
— +, oe , F 3 7 h-€%47 r * ‘ ; as x 2 * * =: 5 oe : SRB SS 5 2 22 — ö : 3 a 5 * : 2 N 
2 A —. . * 8 a 5 ? * 5 . N — 3 2 4 : ; 4 
: > 4 W a > 


Nigar, 
Mar. 20th, 1906, 


Pana HItTaishtl, 
Mar. 14th, 1906. 


SansYveni, 
Mar. 15th, 1906. 


Sri SRI VISHNU- 


PRIY a-0-ANANDA 
Basak ParRIKa, 


Mar. 15th, 1906. 
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of rice from the 10 


that exports should be at once stopped 


it is to be saved from the clutches of a severe famine. The Government of 
Eastern Ben is of o i ion that the present stress 1s due to en of rice, 


and in this the writer fully agrees with it. Crores of maunds of rice edge 
exported from India and used in foreign countries in making wines, whi 
Indians themselves die of starvation from famine. This is 4 blot on the 
Christian Government of India. If Sir B. Fuller’s Government can do 
anything to remedy this shameful state of things, His Honour will earn 
the permanent gratitude of his subjects. In reply to a letter addressed to the 
Government on the subject by the Secretary to the Bengal National Chamber of 
Commerce, the Chief 4 has said that Government has not been able 
to collect full particulars about the condition of the crops, etc., and that under 
existing arrangements it is hardly possible for it to collect such particulars, 
This incapacity on the part of the Government does not at all redound to 
its glory. ; 
K 59. The Nihar [Contai] of the 20th March writes that the condition of 
1 public health in that locality remains as deplorable 
A e as before. Fever, cholera, and small-pox have 
not Ju abated in intensity. Numerous deaths from cholera are occurring 
in the interior. 78 
The price of paddy and rice has gone up very high. Two months more 
of the high 2 ruling now will bring on a terrible scarcity. Some amount 
of scarcity already prevails amongst the poorest sections of the population. The 
people are in terrible anxiety. : 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


60. The Pabna Hitaisi [Pabna] of the 14th March publishes a poem 
dwelling on the absence of real civilisation among 

hones the English, the deception they practised in winning 
India, the selfish manner in which they governed the country, the acquiesence 
with which the Indians at first vibes their rule, and lastly the manner in 
which the eyes of the Indians were at last suddenly opened to the advisability 
of boycotting things English. 

61. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 15th March notices meetings in 

3 ae favour of the boycott of British manufactures at 
boycott, »tthe following places :— 
College Square, Bhawanipur, Beadon Square, 
Haritoki Bagan, Nikaripara, Kumartoli (all in Calcutta), Serajganj, Banaripara, 
Mahilara (in Backerganj), Baisari (in Backerganj), Siml» (Tangail), Krishnagar, 
Teota (Dacca), Chandpur (Tippera), Narottampur, Rampurhat, Narayangan). 
62. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of 
Areuments in favour of the the 10th March says that the following are the 
bene * reasons why tbe Bengalis should maintain the 
boycott of foreign goods :— 

(1) Unless the influx of foreign goods into the country is checked in some 
way, there is no hope of a regeneration of its indigenous arts and industries. 
The prosperity of manufactories in those foreign countries which carry on a 
large business with Bengal is wholly due tothe fact that there are no such 
manufactory in this country. Bengal consequently has never received nor does 
she ever expect to receive any help from European merchants. 

(2) So long as the Bengalis will remain satisfied with foreign articles they 
will never bestir themselves to manufacture such articles in their own country. 
This lethargy is a characteristic of the human nature. 

(3) The boycott will save the Bengalis such money as they spend in 
purchasing many foreign articles of luxury which they can easily do without. 

(4) If it is necessary to keep the country’s money in the country; % 
foreign articles must be resolutely boycotted. A hundred years ago the 
British Government passed stringent laws to exclude Indian goods from the 
British market. | ä 

(5) In the present condition of India both exports and imports are bad 
for her, Even the export of jute, which brings ready money to the cultivator, 
is injurious inasmuch as it induces him to neglect the cultivation of paddy, 
which is his staple food. 

_ (6) The boycott has already saved the country a large amount of money 
which would otherwise have gone to foreign countries in the shape of prices for 
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artidles mauufactured in them. It has also largely stimulated atts and manu- 
factures in Calcutta and the mufassal within a short period of time. 
Mey God bless the hearts of the Bengalis with love for their mother-eountry. 
May their boycott of foreign articles rest sdlely on & spirit of patriotism. 


63, One Faisul Huq writing in the Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 15th 
March says that the popular observances on the 
occasion of thé Muharram, which attract every year 
large orowds and cause great anziety and trouble to Government in keeping 
the peace and in issting s for processions, are in no way enjoined: as 
ebligatory by the Musalman religion; and Government will in no way incur 
the ill-will of its Musalman subjects, but will rather be doing them a distinct 
service by disoouraging these observances. The opinion of the Alums and 
Ulamas of the faith may be taken on this question. | 


The Muharram observances. 


 Jron, 
Mar. 15th, 1906. 


64. The Dai Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th March writes thatthe Du Hravanr. 


3 of long -cherished expectations 


WN produced in the pnblic mind by Mr. Morley’s 
refusal to undo po ia has found vent in a renewed campaign of boycott 
of British-made articles. Renewed vows to use indigenous goods alone are 


being taken in the villages at public meetings. In one respect, it has become 
easier now than before to adhere to these vows, since there is now a plentiful 
and cheap supply of indigenous goods available in the market, But, on the 
other hand, there is a new obstacle now to be faced in the attitude of the 
officials, who have beén threatening the zamindars and sowing discord between 
Hindus and Musalmans, and have been even sometimes using brute force 
through the agency of the police and the Gurkhas, in order to check the spread 
of the movemeut. These obstructive influences proved partially successful for 
atime, but there has been a turn in the tide again. It cannot be pointed out 
too often that the imposition o social penalties is the only weapon available at 
the present time to bring to book those traitors, who for the sake of self-interest 
and = please Government, go against the interests of their own country and 
e. 
* The same paper of the 18th March says that a steady moral degener- 
ation is taking place among the English people. 
The Indians are greatly concerned in this, because 
in many things the English are still their teachers. Besides this, a degeneration 
of the ruling race is naturally accompanied by a proportional degeneration of 
its subjects. There was a time when a study of the lives of great sen in the 
English language taught the Indians to entertain high opinions about the 
English. But now they are learning to suspect the honesty of the latter. Every 
school-boy in India now knows that the British Indian Empire was estsblished 
by Clive by means of fraud and bribery. The Queen’s Proclamation after the 
great Sepoy Mutiny has never been given effect to, and Lord Curzon has 
explained it away as a piece of document never intended to be given effect tu. 
This is the manner in which the English treat the promises made by their late 
Queen of sanctified memory. And Lord Curzon was shameless enough to extol 
the truthfulness of the West over that of the East. When Mr Chamberlain 
went to South Africa, he said to the Boers that the receipts and hand-notes 
given to them by English officers were as good securities as Bank of England 
notes. But three years have clapsed, and the authorities in England have paid 
no heed to these receipts and haud-notes in spite of frequent. petitions from 
their owners. ‘Touching this point, the Review of Reviews says:—‘‘ We have 
dishonoured the signatures of officers of the King and made ourselves Imperial 
liars betore the whole of South Africa.” Again, the present ministry has become 
desirous to stop all further importation of Chinese labour into South Africa. 


„W Western veracity.” 


Mar. 16th, 1906. 


DalLy HitavaDi, 
Mar, 18th, 1906. 


But this cannot be done without infringing the existing contract between the 


Government of England and China on the subject. 
66. A correspondent of the Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 18th March 
| has a long dissertation on the word Te, meaning, 
spirit or moral courage, in the course of which he 
says that the Indian Chiefs are badly lacking in 
it, and are therefore no better than pawns ona chess board. There is not a 
e Chief who, feeling sorry for this state of things, is prepared to exhibit 


Want of mora 
3 — courege among 


is moral courage, which means that they should be true to their words and be 


Hitvanta, 
Mar, 18th, 1900. 
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not false flatterers of the English. No good to the country can be achieved by 
doing everything which is agreeable to the Government. : 
he Government of this country is foreign, and its solicitude about 
your welfare is like that of the cowherd for his cattle. _ | 
Our leaders should bear this in mind when ong their duty, and then 


alone they would rightly deserve being considered as | 


67. Referring to the gratuity of Rs. 500 paid by His Royal Highness 

Tiss Diet qennitlg the Prince of Wales to the family of the late 

ssn ; Dafadar Delawar Khan who was drowned while 

trying to rescue a military officer, the same paper feels glad atthe above 
generous act befitting royalty. | 
68, Hearing that the practice of flogging British soldiers as a punishment 

a has been abolished in England the same 

roars of military offenders aks when will the Indian Government abolish this 

“~~ heinous punishment in India? 

69. The Swades [Calcutta ol the 19th March writes that the English 

are neither gods nor demons. They are only men, 

PP cao and the nations! and as such possess all the selfishness, the desire 

; for power, the fallibility, the obstin and the 

jealousy of the ordinary race of men. When Sir B. Fuller, the Lieutenant. 

Governor of Eastern Bengal, said the other day: I am neither a god nor an 

angel, but a man, and my officials too are men like me, not above entertain- 
ing feelings of resentment and anger, His Honour spoke the truth. 

The Indian people must regulate their course of action by the conditions 
under which they live. Such benefits as the foreign rulers have conferred 
or may confer must not be rejected in anger, but shonld be accepted thankfully 
and made the basis of claims for still more. But the main reliance for 
progress should be placed on efforts of self-help. 


Urrya PAPERS. 


70. The Utkaldarpan [ Sambalpur] of the 5th March states that the 
was clear and that the cold was felt in the last 
week in Sambalpur. 
71. The Samvad Vabika [ Balasore} of the 8th March states that the 
sky was clear and the weather fair in Balasore last 
week, and that the cold has disappeared. 
72. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 10th March states that the sky 
was clear and the weather fair in the Cuttack town 
in = last week, and that the cold was felt in the 
night. 
73. The Puri correspondent of the same paper states that there was no 
cloud there in the last week and that the days are 
becoming warmer by and by. 
74. Referring to the interpellation made by the Hon'ble Ambika 
The anticipated scarcity of food Charan Ma 5 umdar in the Council regarding 
in Bengal. * the anticipated scarcity of food in Bengal and to 
the reply made to it by the Hon'ble Mr. Carlyle, 
the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 10th March points out that the official estimates 
of crops in different districts are not strictly correct, and that in Orissa only a 
ten-anna crop has been gathered. | 
75. The Garjatbasins [Talcher] of the 10th March states that the general 
1 health of the Talcher town is bad, and that fever, 
f cold and itches prevail there. 
76. The Uriya and 1 [Balasore] of the 7th N L 
ä ever, cold, cough, small-pox and measles prevail 
Public health in Balesore. in th e ee dl P P 7 
77. The Utkaldiptka 1 5 the 10th March states that cholera 
: prevails in Firingi bazar and Ajamkhan bazar in 
ee ee the Cuttack aa and that 8 or four persons 
succumbed to the fell disease. 
78. The Puri correspondent of the same paper states that cleanliness is 
Public health in Puri. being enforced in the lodging houses in the Puri 
3 town as a protection against diseases. 


The weather in Sambalpur. 


The weather in Balasors. 


The weather in Cuttack. 


The weather in Pari. 
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79, The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 8th March states that two 
boats, containing considerable age and belong- 
An accident in the Bay of ing to two capitalists of the Balasore town, 
Bengal. capisized in the sea on their journey from Calcutta 
to Balasore in the week before last. a 
80. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 7th March states that 
a child fell down from a railway carriage at 
An socident on the Bengsl-Neg- Chhatrapur and was killed, while its mother met 
par Railway. a similar fate by jumping down the carriage to 
it. 
5 81. The Kanika 1 rd * 1 [Cuttack] of the 10th 
3 arch sta at rinderpest prevails in ever 
eae village in that killa. 8 . 
82. The Utkaldarpan [Sambalpur] of the 5th March states that there is 
f i 4 2 island in the river Mahanadi to the north-west of 
py DiamondIsland the town of Sambalpur called Hiratud or Diamond 
a Island which is of historic importance and is 
believed to abound in diamonds and other precious stones, and su that 
Government may employ experts to ascertain whether the working of a diamond 
mine there is practicable. 
83. Tne Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 7th March brings the 
il i ed claims of the Christian graduates and Christian 
service, Government officers in Orissa to the notice of the 
Divisional Commissioner, and hopes that some of 
them will be taken into Government service or, if already taken, promoted. 
The name of Mr. Jonas Das, B A., is mentioned in this connection. 
84. The same paper aa of the measure adopted by the Bombay 
e J unicipality to compel the parents and guardians 
Bombay LHufleipelirx. in that Municipality to educate their children and 
wards, and observes that this example might, with 
profit, be followed in other Municipalities in India. 
85. Referring to the fact that a sum of Rs. 1,700 was deposited with the 
The Neivendranath Memoria) Collector of Cuttack to erect a fitting memorial in 
fund. MH omor*" honour of Nripendranath Bhanj, the late minor 
proprietor of Kanika, the Utkald:pika [Cuttack] of 
the 10th March observes that no action whatever seems to have been taken in 
the matter, and the paper is at a loss to understand the reason of so much delay. 
86. Referring to the suggestion of the Utkaluipika [Cuttack] that the 
rate-payers of the Cuttack Municipality should 
hold a preliminary meeting to ascertain the best 
. candidates available to represent them in the local 
Municipal Council, the Utkaldarpan [Sambalpur)] of the 5th March observes 
that the suggestion, if acted upon; will injure the cause of the rate-payers 
themselves, for it is suited to a state of society more civilized than Cuttack 
society. The writer is of opinion that the votes of the rate-payers should 
be collected at each polling station under the immediate supervision of a 
responsible Government officer, whose duty it will be to see that no impro 
influence is brought to bear on the choice of each individual votes. The writer 
further states that some of the existing Commissioners, who neglected their 
duties in the past and who improperly sided with the Assessor in the last 
valuation, should not in any case be re-elected. 
87. Referring to the Telegu-Uriya controversy going on in the district 
An advance to the Genjam Of Ganjam, the same paper states that, though the 
Uriyas. oe Telegus of that district may have been very much 
prejudiced against their Uriya brethren. the edu- 
cated members of the native community in other districts of the Madras 
Presidency, represented by Dewan Bahadur R. Raghunath Rao, are generally 
fair minded and are willing to support the Uriyas of that Province, N 
they bestir themselves in a clever way. The Ganjam Uriyas should select 
competent gentleman to represent their cause in Madras and post him there 
permanently. The Uriyas should also compel the Indian National Congress to 
withdraw that portion of their resolution “aa 
secession, Re 


The ensuing Municipal election 
at Cuttack.. , 


h relates to Ganjam on pain of 
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88. The Uriya and E — [Balasore] of the 7th March accuses 


aldarpan of Sembalpur of partiali 
yas, and observes that, whe 70 per 
Uriya graduates have been provided for 
service, little attention has been paid to the domiciled Bengali 
are said to be rotting in the Education De 
that it will continue to ventilate the grievanees of the domiciled 
in the. future, as he has done in the past. The Utkaldipika } Cuttack] of the 
10th March supports in general terms the observations of the Uriya and Nava. 
samvad on the Bengali-Uriya question, and compares the Editor of the 
Utkaldarpan to a mischievous young boy who, with a burning stick in hand, 
pokes it into every passer by. The result of this painful Bengali-Uriyn 
controversy is that the Utkaldipika and the Uriya and WN gen- 
erally controlled by the Bengalis, are ranged against the Utkaldarpan and 
and Manorama, generally controlled by the Uriyas. The feeling, though 
getting acuter every week, is confined only to that portion of the educated 
native community, which looks to Government service for its very existence 
and prosperity, and does not seem to permeate the other sections of that 
community. 
89. After giving an account of the proceedings of the Reception Com- 
mittee held at Balasore in connection with the 
ate Une ute, the ensuing sitting of the Utkal Union Conference, the 
ee 7 Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 10th March exhorts 
all natives of Orissa to join in the movement and to further its cause in every 


way. 3 

90. The same paper gives an account of the proceedings of the Utkal 

iets 3 Samiti at Puri, and observes that its 

rar Utkal Brahmin Semitist finances are in a satisfactory condition and that it 

has done some actual good to the Brahmin com- 
munity in that district. 

91. The same paper has every sympathy with the object of the Cuttack 


; Bar in appointing a special committee to collect 
— — gs regarding the touts who frequent both 
the Civil and Criminal Courts in that district, and who cause injury to clients 
and their legal advisers in various ways, and to devise measures to protect 
the public from them. The writer is of opinion that the trade of the 
touts is flourishing on account of the help that they obtain from some of the 
junior and senior pleaders, who are advised to reform themselves before they 
a 1 d f the M Bari pada f the 12th March 
. co ndent of the Manorama I of the 1 
Disputes between the Hindus States that the Kaba of Dundur in 
and Mubemmadens in Mayor Mayurbhanj sacrificed a certain number of cows 
bhanj. in connection with one of their religious rites, and 
thereby offended the neighbouring Hindus who sought the assistance of the 
pee olice. — 1 fied the r of the Police 7 
acted against the provisions o ion III of 1904 i 
Council with the obi ect of 1 sg bovine species, 1 — 
are determined to file an appeal before the Superintendent of the Tributary 


States, in case the Maharaja of Mayurbhanj — them. 
93. In giving an = of the Muharram ** a — 
e Utkaldipika 0 e 

ane teats Cute ont ak fee wd pce dle to the diminution 
of the splendour of the festival, namely—;1) the abolition of the Cuttack 
Cantonment, and (2) the — dispute between the Iocal Hindus and 
Muhammadans over the question of music on public streets near magjids, The 
soldiers of the regiment stationed in Cuttack were mostly Muhammadans, and 
they used to spend a good deal during the Muharram. The have been with 
drawn from Cattack under the new military re-organisation scheme. The Hinds 
residents were good supporters of the Muharram and its Tajiyas, but ther 
offended feelings have prevented most of them from taking an active part with 
the Muham in that festival. The writer hopes that the leaders of the 
Hinds and Muhammeden communities will join together in restoring peace sad 

Will. 
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Assam Paras. 


94. The Paridarsak OS the 14th March praises Major Hall, nnn. | 


The Civil Surgeon of Sylhet = benevolent man of many virtues and eminent pro- 
fessional qualifications, which people will be happy to find in him who may 
be appointed to succeed him in office. ; 

95. The same paper would be happy to see Rai Dulal Chandra Deb 
Bahabur among the five gentlemen who are to be 
Kai Dulal_ Chandra Deb nominated Commissioners of the Local Municipality 
Commissioners of Sylhet. by Government. He is an impartial man, and he 
displayed a tact as Municipal Chairman in 
carrying through an important measure of reform which none of his prede- 
cessors in office could equal. 3 | 
The paper also commends Mr. Ritchie and Babu Radha Binod Das as 
deserving special mention among those Commissioners of the Sylhet Mnnicipa- 
lity who have done hard work in the course of the last three years. 
96. After thanking Government for its intention of taking over the 
7 management of the Murari Chand College and its 
The Murari Chand Colese “74 attached school at Sylhet and raising the former 
plein 10 to the status of a first grade College, the same 
paper goes on to express a hope that Government should not interfere with 
the large number of students who now study free and on reduced fees at these 
two institutions. It is also — 2 that, in order that the independent 
existence of the Collegiate School may not be interfered with, its management 
should not be taken over by Government, but should be left with some publio 
spirited zamindar. It is a self-supporting institution, and it has during its 
existence of about pe” been a very great boon to the poorer section of the 
community, who will keenly feel its want; and the number of students 
now studying at the Government Zilla School and at this Collegiats School 
is large enough to support two different institutions. 
97, The same paper notices a rumour that the Giris School also is about 
The Girls Gehoo! to be made over to Government management, If 
this rumour is true, it is suggested that Govern- 
ment should convert it into a Model Middle English School out of its own funds, 
or it might make the Local Board of North Sylhet bear the entire cost of its 
up-keep. There can be no objection to putting this charge for a Middle English 
School on the Local Board in question, since another such Board in Upper 
Assam is already saddled with such a charge, and since the existence of a Muni- 


cipality at Sylhet relieves the Board from all liability to contribute to the up- 


keep of the four pathsalas at that town. 
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300. Referring to the case of a Russian named Loseff, who arrived in 

; Quetta the other day but was sent back by the. 

r next train, the Indian Mirror writes thut Russia 

seems to be keeping a sharp watch over the affairs of India and has spies hard 
at work in the country picking up whatever information they can gather. 


II.—HouR ADMINIsTRATIUN, 
(a) Police. 


301. The Amrita Bazar Patrika reproduces a notice issued by the 
Superintendent of Police, Mymensingh, to his 
The Superintendent of Police, subordinates to the effect that they should secretly 
Mymensingh, and the ade obtain information as to whether swadesht. 
movement. 8 2 ° . . 
articles are being sold at cost price with a view to 
driving foreign goods from the market, and whether Committees have been 
formed in towns and villages for this purpose, the names of persons composi 
the Committees, the goods sold and the prices demanded. Ihe journa 
observes that the duty of the police in all countries is to prevent crime, but the 
occupation of the police in the new province apparently is to serve Manchester 
by adopting the ‘“‘ hammering” policy. The allegation that the officials in 
Eastern Bengal and Assam are acting as agents of manchester and Liverpool 
and suppressors of the swadesht movement is thus not unfounded. What a nice 
position for Sir B. Fuller and his subordinates to reduce themselves to! The 
letter of the Police Superintendent has. however, a bright side. It shows 
thut the swadeshi movement has made good progress and taken root in the 
hearts of the people. Indeed, the more the officials oppose it, tae greater should 
be the determination of our people to make the movement a success.’ 3 
302. The Bengalee writes that in consequence of the sirike in the Fort. 
, Gloster Jute Mills at Bowreah, the adjacent villages 
Bt eked police oppression at are in a state of siege. It is said that on the 
; morning of the 13th instant, about 400 up-country 
coolies who had not struck work, accompanied by chaukidars and a Sub- 
Inspector of Police, occupied the villages and ordered the inhabitants 
to resume their work in the mill. Many contended that they had never 
worked in the mill, but this explanation was rejected, and it is alleged that 
the police party forcibly tried to enter certain houses. A riot ensued anda 
number of persons are reported to have been seriously injured. After the 
disturbance was over, a large force of armed police appeared on the scene and 
arrested people indiscriminately. The latter are awaiting their trial before 
the Deputy Magistrate of Uluberia under sections 143 and 147, Indian Penal 
Code. The journal .says that serious allegations have been made against 
the police, and draws the attention of the District Magistrate to the disturbed 
state of affairs prevailing in Bowreah and the neighbouring villages. 

303. The Bengalee writes that the action of the police in interdicting the 
singing of Harinam in the streets of Muktagacha 
Town, Mymensingh, has deeply wounded the 
religious sus eptibilities of the Hindu population of the province, and Sir B. 
Fuller may rest assured that the protest of the Hindus will be echoed at St. 
Stephens. Like Hiranyakashipu of mythological fame, Sir B. Fuller is the 
‘incomparable enemy of Hart, but if Hinduism has survived the persecutions 
of Mahmud of Ghazni and Aurangzeb, it will doubtless survive the 
attacks of Sir B. Fuller. The discontent, however, that must necessarily 
be created will completely alienate the Hindus from the Government. As it is 
useless appealing to Sir B. Fuller whose ears are ‘hermetically sealed’ as 
regards the representations of the Hindu community, the Bengalee asks the 
Viceroy to make an inquiry into the matter, as religious toleration is one of 
the strongest bulwarks of British rule in this country. — 

301. -The Amrita Bazar Patrika likens the quartering of punitive police 
at Bonaripara and other villages in the Backer- 
es gunge district to the act of the Emperor Arhnd in 
punishin , 5,000 of his subjects for the offence of one elder. It is true that the 


“ Hiranyakashipu the Second.“ 
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police is about to be withdrawn from the above villages, but, nevertheless, the 
authorities concerned will have to give an account of their doings before the 
Great Judge and to explain why they tortured the people of Backergunge in 
this way. The plea of expediency will not hold good, and the punishment 
will be great, as the offenders are persons to whose care God has entrusted 
their 1 17 


305. The Amrita Bazar Patrika takes the following case of unmitigated 
5 „ aulum from a letter published in the Lahore 
“A case of unmitigated sulum.” Tyibune. On the 4th March last, one of the 
grandsons of Lala Sheokarn, a millionaire and landed proprietor of Jullunder 
Cantonment, took ill, On the 6th, Major Brownside, the Sanitary Officer, 
examined the boy and pronounced the case to be one of small-pox. The 
former reported the case to Major Cowie, the Cantonment Magistrate, who 
is alleged to be inimical to Lala Sheokarn and to have taken this opportunity 
of showing his hostility by calling upon the latter to remove his grandson to 
the infectious diseasés’ huts under section 203 of the Cantonment Code. On 
receiving this notice he made an application to Major Stewart, the Station 
Staff Orficer, pointing out the illegality of the order, and in support of his 
contention cited a Government of India circular. The same evening the Lala 
saw Major Stewart and sought his protection from an apprehended police raid,’ 
the object of which was to forcibly remove his grandson, but was assured that 
such a thing could never happen. ‘hat very night, however, a posse of 
policemen, headed by an Inspector, came tothe house of the Lala with the 
precise object stated above, but ‘before they came for the third time for the 
same purpose, the boy was removed elsewhere at dead of night by the members 
of the house to avoid police zulum. ‘I'he next morning, i. e., March 7th, Lala 
Sheokarn wired to the Commissioner and Superintendent of Jullundur Division 
and also to the General Officer Commanding, informing them of the facts of the 
‘horrible zulum a re under orders of Major Cowie by the police at 
dead of night’ and, in reply, received a written order from the General Officer 
ermitting him to treat his grandson in his own house. But it was too late. 
his, says the journal, is the lot of the Indian. In Bengal, children are 
being imprisoned not for committing any crime, but for showing their 
patriotism in a practical manner. The partition was to the people a fatal blow, 
but instead of getting sympathy, they are being hammered.“ Indeed, 
baving done this gross wrong by dividing the — nation, the rulers might 
have sent a sympathetic ruler to soothe their wounds. But the officer chosen 
to govern the new Province only sprinkled salt over these wounds. The 
people shed tears, they cried Bande Mataram, that is to say, ‘Hail motherland,’ 
to soothe their feelings; and their hopefuls were rusticated or incarcerated! 
Gurkhas were stationed in a peaceful town, and they showed their valour, 
under official direction, by trespassing into the houses of innocent people and 
breaking their heads and habe A punitive police force was quartered to 
punish several thousand people for the alleged offence of two urchins of the 
village. And they are trying their best to injure the interests of the 
Maharaja of Mymensingh, because he showed his sympathy with the swadesht 
movement. ) 


306. In its next issue, the Amrita Bazar Patrika says that the order 

as issued by the Cantonment Magistrate to the 
, Inspector of Police authorises the latter to enter 
the said house by breaking open the outer door” to enable him to forcibly 
remove Lala Sheokarn’s grandson. This order, says the journal, ‘ breathes 
sulphur and brimstone,’ and a lad ina dying condition was sought to be 
removed on the alleged ground that the istrate was on bad terms with 
Lala Sheokarn. What a horrible charge! But assuming that this accusation 
has no foundation in fact, what led the Cantonment Magistrate to act in this 
atrocious manner? It behoves him, as a human being, to explain his action, as 
the boy’s death is attributed to his heartless action. 


307. In relating the facts of this case, of which a full account has been 
pa given above, the Bengalee states that the fatigue 
and excitement. of the removal proved fatal to the 


Posies Was there ever such a heartless case of ulum known under British 
e * ae 


6123) 
308. The Indian Empire does not think that the Hindus will, in any way, 


Appointmemts in the new pro- madan 


oe ince in the matter of Police Sub- shipe. 
Out of 76 appointments, the Muhammadans obtained 64, that is, 26 appoint- 
ments more than should have been given away to them, since the appointments 


should have been about equally divided between the Hindus and the Muham- 
madans. But is the vast Muhammadan community to be satisfied with 26 
additional Sub-Inspeetorships, and will it rise to this insignificant bait ? 
‘What has Sir Bampfylde’s Government done, or attempted to do, to 
ameliorate the condition of the masses, who are at present ogling the severity 


of prevailing famine conditions? Will a few appointments to the Police 
satisfy them?” * 


309. The Bengalee writes that the Kabuli nuisance is again making itself 
1 felt, owing probably to a relaxation of preventive 
. measures which were so, effectively enforved some 
time ago. Day before yesterday, at Seoraphuli, a Kabuli money-lender 
was mercilessly thrashing some one who owed him money. A writer-con- 
table, who huppened to be passing at the time, interfered with the result that 
the Kabuli shut him up in a room and belaboured him.“ When law is unhesi- 
j set at defiance in this open manner, the matter is too serious to be 
overlooked and calls for prompt and vigorous action on the part of the 
Magistrate of Hooghly and the Inspector-General of Police, There is a 
calony of Kabulis at Seoraphuli, who need the closest supervision, as they are 
more or less a menace to the public peace. | : dees 


() — Working of the Courts, 


810. The Amrita Bazar Paitrika is surprised to learn that the case brought 

by a jugi woman against a constable of the 

ane cate aeainst a constable of Bonaripara punitive police foroe who, it is alleged 

punitive: police force. . . . 

entered her house at midnight accompanied by two 

Muhammadans, gagged the only male member of the house, and attempted to 

rape her, has been withdrawn. Such a ‘horrible’ case should have been 

proceeded with, as the outside world would then have known something of the 

terrible nature of the sufferings to which the people of Bonaripara were 

aubjected. The authorities urge that the complaint is false. In that case it is 
their duty to see that the falsity of the case is established by a regular trial. 


311. The Amrita Bazar Patrika reproduces, ‘from the Dacca Prakash, the 
following particulars of the latest students’ case. 
On the afternoon of the 8rd March, about 25 
schoolboys went to Munshigunge, and on their way came across a Muhammadan 
who had been arrested by a constable on a charge of committing a nuisance. 
The former protested his innocence and four of the boys, namely, Jogesh 
Chandra Roy, Anada Chandra, Srish Chandra Roy, and Surendra Chandra 
Mukerj who happened to be present at the time, ‘sided’ with him. The boys 
followed the accused :to the thana, where the constable complained to the second 
officer, Maulvi Bazlal Karim, that the boys had forcibly tried to rescue the 
accused from his custody. The boys denied the charge and their statements 
were recorded. It was thought that the matter pn have.ended here, but 
it did not, and the boys were sent up ona charge of having attempted to 
rescue an accused person from the custody of à police officer, and, despite 
miserable breakdowns in the prosecution evidence, were sentenced as follows: — 
(1) Jogesh, fined Rs. 500; or, in default, to undergo 3.months’ rigorous 

nade, fined Ra 180 default, 5 weeks’ ti 7 

(2) Anada, 150; or, in default, 5 weeks’ rigorous imprisonment. 
00 Suresh and Sirish bei 1 — — 
each on the palms of their hands. 
The journal makes no comments. 


Another students’ sase. 
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(d) Education. 


312. The Weekly Chromcle feels 7 a 3 8 of the 
+ Educational epartmen necessary in con- 
The Educational Service. sequence of the enlargement of the Province. The 
prospects of members of this service, which might well be spoken of as the 
service of all the talents,” are almost hopeless and strikingly inferior to the 
prospects of the members of the other public services. The result is that the 
efficiency of the department asa whole suffers. This is neither to the interests 
of the Government or the peop’, and it behoves the former to ameliorate the 
prospects of the officers of this neglected department by creating an Educa- 
tional Service of which Educational officers of all denominations should be 
members. If the members of the Subordinate Service on reaching the 0 
corresponding to the lowest grade of the Provincial Service are ed as 
members of the latter service, it would cause much contentment. The journal 
hopes that the Lieutenant- Governor will take favourable steps in the matter. 
313. The Indian Empire writes that the scheme of national education 
: which has just been published is a product of the 
——— times. A veritable crusade was being carried on 
against the student community; circular after circular was being issued to 
repress their efforts in the swadeshi cause, and they were also being expelled and 
criminally prosecuted. The students were thus placed in an awkward 
position. ey would not cringe before an unreasonable Government and 
they had no wish to be turned out of their colleges. They accordingly sought 
the help of their elders and the result is the present. educational scheme 
which marks an epoch in the progress of the Bengali nation. Moreover, 
the existence of a National College will safeguard the people from the 
denationalising and emasculating effects of the present system of education 
fostered by the Government. 

314. The Bengalee says it is quite apparent that Sir B. Fuller’s policy is 
to stifle education in Assam. Last year a large 
number of students of high schools were debarred 
by the rules laid down in the Assam School Manual from continuing their 
education, as they had failed to obtain promotion from their respective classes 
in the space of two years. This year the education of a still larger number 
of students will be cut short owing to the annual examination of the Gauhati 
Government High School being held three months earlier than usual. Well 
may the Advocate of Assam exclaim in dismay and despair that within the 
next ten years, the number of boys attending High Schools in Assam will 
be reduced to not more than fifty in every case. 

315. The Government of Sir B. Fuller, says the Indian Empire, appears 

to have hit upon a new method of persecuting 
n 2 of school children. The scholarship-holders in the 
Schola. Macaripor Bonaripara and Madaripur High Schools, for 

instance, have been ordered to take their transfer 
certificates at once and join other schools. If they fail to comply with these 
instructions, they are threatened with forfeiture of their scholarships. What 
have these poor students done to merit such severe punishment? It will 
indeed be a great hardship for them to leave their homes and live among 
strangers! Will not Sir B. Fuller be pleased to reconsider this order? 


Stifling education in Assam. 


(e) Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


316. From the conversation Sir B. Fuller had with the Vice-Chairman 


| of the Serajganj Municipality, the Amrita Bazar 
— 44 and the Sersjganj Patria fears that the fate of that Municipality is 
sealed for not having voted an address of welcome 

on the occasion of His Honour’s visit to that town. If, however, the privileges 
enjoyed by the Municipality are withdrawn, the people of Serajganj will be 
exactly in the position of the poor man who had been robbed of “ everything,” 
namely, a brass lota and a broken umbrella, by a thief. The people have thus 
no cause for lamentation, for if the privileges of their Municipality are taken 


away they will lose nothing ‘more valuable than a brass lota and a broken 
umbrella.’ | . . 


( 185 ) 


/ 


317., The Bengalee learns that a clerk employed in the Dacca District  » 


Board has taken advantage of the leasing of ferries, ä 

bg amen Why clerk inthe which duty was entrusted to him, to embezzle con- 
eee siderable sums of money and abscond. Further, 
a stringent rule prohibiting the receiving of money in the Board’s office appears 
to have been systematically disregarded. A more melancholy tale of mi 


mis- 
management has seldom been heard of, and the journal attributes this unsatis- 
factory state of things to the appointment of official Chairmen, who are too 
busy to devote much time to District Board work. The official Chairman 
‘is a three-legged horse who is worse than useless, and the case under notice 
strengthens the plea for the appointment of non-officials as Chairmen. To 
compel 1 Vice-Chairman to resign his office is to leave untouched the root 
of the evil. 

318. The Amrita Bazar Patrita considers that there can be no greater 
condemnation of the present system of municipal 
administration in Calcutta than the fact that there 
was absolutely no stiron Tuesday last when so important an event as the 
election of Municipal Commissioners took place, When the old, unofficial 
Corporation was in existence, Calcutta was in a state of feverish excitement for 
weeks before the elections, but now although ‘hundreds of thousands’ of 
citizens have the privilege of voting, barely 500 took advantage of it! Of the 
25 seats, 15 were uncontested and were occupied by a corresponding number of 
mamoolee Commissioners who have got a sort of mourashee or permanent right to 
these seats. The journal adds that if the Indian Commissioners had kept 
aloof from the Corporation it would have been thoroughly officialised and the 
Government would have been solely responsible for the maladministra- 
tion of the Municipality, but now the odium sticks to the Indian Commissioners 
who are cleverly used by the Government to spend the rate-payers’ money 
chiefly for the benefit of the European community. 

319. The Bengalee attributes the lack of public interest in the recent 

wine elections and in all municipal matters to the Act 

itself. ‘ Amend the Act and restore to the Indian 

rate-payers the powers which they formerly exercised through their representa- 

tives and you at once revive their interest in municipal affairs. If no such 

amendment is made, the public apathy will continue and the civic administra- 

tion of the second city in the Empire will continue to suffer. Government 
alone can remedy matters, 


The municipal elections. 


(9)—Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


320. A correspondent writing to the Bengalee from Puri complains that 
the arrangements made by the Railway Company 
on the occasion of the last Dol Jatra festival, when 
about 20,000 pilgrims visited Puri, were very defective. Special trains were 
sometimes two days late, so that passengers were put to great inconvenience 
and many had to go without food, as they had run short of funds. Then, again, 
on occasions such as these, the Railway Company employ a large number of 
juvenile Eurasian ticket-collectors who have not the least sympathy with the 


sufferings of these unfortunate passengers and add insult to injury by showering 
abuse upon them. 


A railway grievance. 


()- General. 


321. The Bengalee writes that the Hon’ble Babu Ambika Charan Mazum- 
dar’s questions relating to the grant of licenses, eto., 
under the Arms Act draw attention to a serious 
state of things and therefore the replies that may be vouchsafed by Govern- 
ment are anxiously awaited. One of the Bengal districts has long been disarmed 
and it is certainly disquieting to learn that no less than 20 per cent. of the 
licenses have been withdrawn during the past:five years. Is this accidental or 
part of a settled policy? Villages are being annually devastated by wild animals. 
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but the Government will not protect the villagers, neither will they allow 
the latter to protect prac _Is not this enforcing the Arms Act to the 
detriment of good government and humanity? The authorities cannot say 
that breaches of the law relating to licenses have increased, and the public are 
therefore curious to know the reason or justification for this ex i 
reduction of licenses. 


1 1 
* 


322. The Bengalee writes that the Government of the new province has 
od, at directed the Rajshahi authorities to call upon the 
Raya Clerks employed in the Civil Court to show cause 
why they should not be dismissed for contributing to 
the National Fund. The District Judge held a ‘sifting inquiry into the matter, 
and it is said that there is nothing in the evidence to show that any of the 
suspected clerks had made contributions to this Fund. The journal states, for 
Sir B. Fuller’s information, that the National Fund is non-political in its 
character, and that consequently there is no reason why a Government servant 
should be precluded from contributing to it. It is further stated that ‘the 
Principal of the Rajshahi College has notified that any student taking part in 
the so- called swadeshi movement,” will render ‘himself hable to expulsion 
or rustication. On the one hand, says the Bengalee, every effort is being made 
to kill the swadeshi movement, which is purely industrial, and on the other 
hand, Government officials from Lord Minto downwards are declaring 
themselves to be pro-swadeshi! ees 


323. Referring to the article of Mr. S. H. Swinny on the partition of 
Bengal, which he places “among the worst legacies 
| ‘bequeathed to India by Lord Curzon,” the Amrita 
Bazar Patrika denies that the work of the Lieutenant-Governor was heavy. 
It had, on the contrary, become lighter in consequence of the appointment of 
many highly-paid Civilians to help him as well as the establishment of easy 
means of communication. But what are the results of partition? Sir Andrew 
Fraser is drawing the same pay for doing half the work his predecessors did, 
while Sir B. Fuller is also getting the same pay for going from district to 
district inquiring who salaamed him, and trying his best to crush the swadeshi 
movement. | : 


The partition. 


324. As the Indian Budget Estimate will shortly be considered, the 
Hindoo Patriot makes suggestions as to how the 

surplus should be disposed of and under what heads 
the Government can 8 retrench. For instance, military expenditure, 
which, in recent years, has gone up by leaps and bounds, should be considerably 
curtailed and brought down to the level of actual necessity, as the support of a 
disproportionately big garrison is a needless waste of money. Secondly, 
the countervailing excise duty levied on Bombay mill cloths as well as the 
excise duty imposed on yarns of low count produced in this country should be 
abolished, as the former tax places the Indian merchants at a disadvantage, 
while the latter is unnecessary, as country yarns have really never competed 
with the imported stuff, Then, again, duties on articles which impede the 
progress of trade and commerce without adding sufficiently to the Customs 
revenue should also be abolished. The net relief which the Indian tax: payer 
would derive if the Customs duty were repealed, has been estimated at 
£2,200,000. The Government cannot be expected to forego so large a 
revenue, neither would it be to the interests of the swadesht movement if it 
did so; but what the Government should do is to repeal the duties, retaining 
only the Customs duty. Such a step would really benefit India. Lastly, 


the salt tax should be completely abolished, and the limit uf non-taxable 
;sncomes should be raised to Rs. 1,500. 


The Patriot is of opinion that the present ‘should be utilisetl in 
improving the position and prospects of the Subordinate .Judivial Serviee in the 
manner suggt by the Calcutta Weekly Notes, byt ing a eertain portion 
of the Imperial revenue to the Government of Bengal to onshle it to meet 
the necessary cost. | > sae | 


The Indian Budget Estimate. 
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„ VI.—MIsceLLANEOus. 3 3 
325. The Pengales writes that in an article headed Modernised India ” 
which appeared in the Pioneer, the writer expresses 


meat, 
17th Maroh 1906, 


“ Modernised India.” dissatisfaction with the over-centralised system of 


administration and the Secretarial system of government that follows as an 
inevitable consequence. The public are unanimous in dissenting from this 
form of government, but it remains to be seen whether the policy of decentral- 
isation initiated by Lord Mayo will be revived nn present Viceroy. “= 
the present, no hopeful declaration of policy has been made. All that has 3 
said is that India wants rest, but clearly she can have no rest until she obtains 
relief from her present troubles. Will her rulers give her thé required relief ? 
If not, it will be one of the greatest blunders of the century. : 

Continuing, the Bengalee says that the article referred to furnishes a strong 
and convincing plea for the sevaration of the judicial and executive functions. 
Districts officers are admittedly overworked, and it is only right that relief 
should be afforded them by withdrawing powers, the possession of which has 
given rise to so many complaints and led to so many abuses. Despite strenuous 
protests, Bengal was divided in order to give relief to the Lieutenant-Governor, 
but the really overworked district oificer—the most important unit in the 
administration—is afforded no relief, although the people demaud that such 
relief should be afforded both for his own sake, as well as for the ends of 
righteous administration. The contrast is painful and is not calculated to 


strengthen the bonds of loyalty. | 


326. The Sekhar Herald writes that it is now very widely recognised that 
if the people of India wish for necessary and 
desirable reforms, they must appeal to the English 
public, as the Anglo-Indian Bureaucracy will not, from personal and class 
interests, change the existing order of things. But the emancipation of India 
lies with the final authority, namely, the British Parliament, and in order that 
it should be compelled to take an intelligent interest in the affairs of this 
country and scrutinise the action of its servants, the darkness in which the 
English public is plunged as regards the administration of India, should be 
dispelled. This can only be done by the transmission of full and accurate 
information to England, and by continuous agitation. Agitation in that 
country has already dispelled a good many delusions which the roseate accounts 
of retired Anglo-Indian officials had fostered, but the English public must 
be told that if they desire to vindicate the blessings of their conquest, they 
must give the Indians more power and freedom and a larger share of 
responsibility. If Parliameut rejects these reasonable demands, and if the 
English people are apathetic and allow ‘ domineering youths in the form of Civil 
Service officials’ to offend the dignity, outrage the feelings, and despise the 
traditions of the Indians, they will be permanently alienated from England and 
future administrators will be confronted with a problem similar in kind, but a 
hundredfold greater in degree than they have in Ireland.” 


027. Two points, says the Benga lee, stand out prominently in Mr. Morley’s 
cas ae recent pronouncement on the partition question, 

ee namely, that in his opinion the present scheme of 
partition was not the wisest distribution that could have been effected, and 
secondly, that the agitation was not the work of wire-pullers, On the contrary, 
there was a strong substratum of feeling which cheerfully responded to the appeal 


* 


The present situation. 


made by the leaders of public . opinion. But if the present scheme of 


partition was not the wisest distribution that could have been effected, may not 
the people pray for a wiser distribution and one that would satisfy adminis- 
trative requirements and conciliate public opinion ? 


328. The Amrita Bazar Patrika says that there is now no doubt that the 
1 object of Mr. Herbert Roberts's amendment was 
ae merely to sound the present Liberal Government 

as to the principles on which it intended to govern India. The partition 

question in particular was judiciously left open, and when it is again brought 
before the House, the eee hopes that India's friends in Parliament will 
take their stand on the unassailable ground of law and show that the dismember- 
ment is a grossly illegal measure, since it is directly opposed te Parliamentary 
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statute. The journal is disappointed that a statesman of Mr, Morl 
high principles ‘should have declined to interfere with the partition on y 


grounds that it was a“ settled fact and that the agitation was subsiding. If 
questions are disposed of in this airy fashion, no act of injustice will ever 


be reversed, Questions must be deci‘led on their own merits and not on 
the continuance or subsidence of feeling.“ If the ple howled for a 
mischievous measure, would it be granted to them, and if they did not protest 
against the perpetration of a wrong would the wrong be enforced? This 
is the principle laid down by the Secretary of State, and this is the way a 
great Liberal Minister, whose motto is “‘ righteousness exalteth a nation,” argues 
when dealing with questions affecting the vital interests of India, whose salt he 
is eating. 

329. The Bengalee points out that Mr. Morley’s convictions and conclusions 
in regard to the partition question are strangely at 
variance, but adds that his speech affords reason- 
able grounds for hope. In tbe first place, it proclaims that the present scheme of 

artition is not ‘the wisest that could have been devised’ and secondly, it belies 
L Curzon's accusation that the agitation was artificial. Thus, it would not be 
difficult for the people to urge the Socretary of State to act with the courage of his 
convictions. They can only do so by strenuously declining to accept the measure 
as a settled fact.” Moreover, the only objection raised by the Secretary of State 
to reconsidering the question is that some expense has already been incurred in 
carrying out the present scheme. The people from whose pockets the money has 
been taken do not mind making the necessary sacrifice, and hence there is no 
reason why the rulers should insist on the financial aspect of the question, more 
particularly as their administration has not been remarkable for economy. 
But is the voice of the people to be set at naught and their lawful demands to 
ignored because a few lakhs of rupees have to be sacrificed? If, however, the 
consideration of cost is honestly entertained, it is pointed out that there is 
more than one scheme of territorial redistribution that would involve little or 
no additional expense and be far more acceptable to the people. But whether 
Mr. Morley is guided by his own convictions and the trend of Liberal opinion 
or not, the people are bound by all considerations of National self-government 
and duty to carry on the agitation. Let not England refuse their prayer, 
for if she does, the people of India will surely say:—‘‘ By constitutional 
methods we have knocked in vain at the door of the English people; we must 
some other methods.” If this fatal impression is once created in the public 
mind, it will prove disastrous both to England and India, 


330. The Jndian Mirror agrees that Mr. Herbert Roberts’s amendment 

pre served the useful purpose of ‘drawing out’ the 

5 Secretary of State as regards the policy to be 

y 0 g policy to b 

adopted in governing India. As far as the partition question is concerned, 

the journal considers that it might safely be inferred from Mr. Morley’s reply 

that the question is still open to reconsideration. His utterances on the subject 

were exceedingly sympathetic and truly Liberal, and although the partition is 

a ‘‘settled fact,” there is enough in Mr. Morley’s speech to indicate that the 
question is not finally settled. | 


331. The Bergalee draws attention to a passage in Mr. Morley’s speech 
a which is of ominous significance as far as the 

f Liberal policy regarding India is concerned. 
Speaking of Liberalism, Mr. Morley said that he does not use the word in a 
party sense, but in that other sense in which, in his opinion, both parties 
desire to see India governed. To what particular sense of the word 
Mr, Morley refers is not clear, but the passage bears an unfortunate resem- 
blance to a statement of Lord Curzon’s that, in regard to the Government 
of India, there were no two parties in Parliament. No one expected that 


The partition debate. 


the present Secretary of State would have committed himself to such a 


statement, for in what sense can Lord Curzon or Lord George Hamilton be 
held to have governed India ‘ erally’? If this is the so-called Liberalism 
of Tories of the Hamilton-Curzon type, then India has not seen true 
Liberalism for the last half-century, and Russia is the most liberally governed 
of all countries, However, the Government of one people by another can 
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never be real or rational, and where such a Goverment: exists, ‘even ® man 
like Mr. Morley is bound to commit ridiculous mistakes.’ 
Passing to the partition question, the Bengalee writes that whatever action 
Mr. Morley may take, there will always be a possibility of a repetition of 
Lord Curszon’s ‘freaks and pranks’ so long as the people of India do not 


’ 


obtain a real and effective voice in the government of their ae It 
therefore behoves the people to take steps to make their voice absolutely 
binding on their rulers. This is the work before the Indian patriot, and in 
the meantime, the agitation should be continued with redoubled vigour. 
332. Continuing, the Bergales writes that Mr. Morley has gi his 
assurance that in the government of India he will 
pis asc eases be guided not by party Liberalism, but by that 
Liberalism which will secure the good of humanity and promote the ends of 
ogress. This Liberalism has been defined by Mr. Gladstone, its most 
illustrious exponent, in the following terms: —“ What we wish is that where 
there has been despondency there shall be hope, where there has been 
mistrust there shall be confidence, where there has been alienation and hate 
there shall be woven the ties of a strong attachment between man and man.” 
Are these principles made manifest in the partition which has created a 
universal sense of despondency, a lack of faith in the justice of British rule 
and the efficacy of constitutional agitation? No, the partition has sapped 
the foundations of public confidence and sown distrust in the popular mind. 
Judged by this standard of Liberalism, therefore, the measure should be 
modified or undone, that is to say, if Liberalism is a political creed and not a 
‘mere pious aspiration.’ ‘I'he Secretary of State has not a word to say in 
defence of the measure, save that the Lieutenant-Governor needs relief. He 
condemns the procedure followed, and admits that it is an outrage on the 
public sentiment. He does not consider the scheme the best that could have 
been devised. Yet he will not undo it because it is an accomplished fact. 
Every evil in life is an accomplished fact, but is that a reason for perpetuating 
it? Moreover, what are the people of India to think of a Minister who says 
that a great wrong has been committed, but that he is unable to redress it? 
This confession of impotency is not calculated to enhance the public respect 
for the British Cabinet. 
333. ‘The Lengalee writes that the belief that the opposition to the parti- 
tion was artificial and the nak of a few interested 
| leaders has at last been abandoned by the deluded 
officialdom of Bengal only to be replaced by another myth, namely, that the 
agitation is subsiding. Seas this belief is about to be exploded, for within the 
last ten or twelve days, no less than 28 meetings, uttended by about 100,000 
people, have been held in different parts of the province. Does this indicate 
that the agitation is subsiding? ‘The official persecution of the inhabitants of 
the new province has only served to increase the popular dissatisfaction, and 
this is amply illustrated by the fact that at the last re-settlement of the akbari 
licenses, there was practically no bid for European liquor shops, aud five men 
who had bid for them, subsequently applied for leave to withdraw their offers. 
Thus there is ample evidence to show that the Secretary of State’s statement 
that the agitation is subsiding is based not on actual facts, but upon a 
hopeful official anticipation which events have not justified.’ 
334 The Indian Mirror writer that the Royal visit, while giving genuine 
a bat on satisfaction and relief to the people of India, 
Bice cats especially after Lord Curzon’s distressing ré7tme, 
has afforded Their Roval Highnesses un opportunity of gaining first-hand 
knowledge of the Indians, their loyalty, poverty, and unhappiness, , to auto- 
cratic government—knowledge which is essential to a future Monarch. The 
effect of the Royal tour on the temper of the people, says the journal, has been 
simply marvellous, and now that it has at last been ber the Mirror 
expresses the hope that the Prince will lay before his father the aspirations, 
528 and wrongs of the loyal subjects of this vast dependency, and use 
is influence to ameliorate their condition both politically and otherwise. 
335. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that when the people were industri- 
i ally prosperous, half the national wealth consisted 
bse. Prospect before the of industrial products and half of agricultural 
produce; but, with the decay of the industries, due 
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to foreign drain and its attendant evils, the le of the | 
driven to the cultivation of the soil, By paying large tribute to E nd in 
the shape of Home Charges, not only is India deprived of so much purchasing 
power, but England’s purchasing power is stimulated to n 
2 TTT 
an agri 1 country, her w necessarily consists of agri 1 produce 
which is exported to England, the residue being kept for the — of 
the people of the country. The inevitable result is famine, and not only do 
human beings suffer, but cattle also. The result is that cow’s. milk, which 
nourishes. the bebe and. makes the Indian ‘ both a soldier and an. intellectual 
man, is now barely procurable by the poorer section of the middle clase and 
the masses, whereas formerly every Hindu kept or could afford to keep a 
number of milch cows. There is thus the immediate grim prospect before the 
nation of sickly children and brainless intellectual classes, and the next 
ospect is death and the gradual extinction of the race. How to ameliorate 
this state of things is surely a problem for the rulers. But do they ever even 
think of this problem? 
336, The Indian —_— N 1 1 = silent and strenuous 
orts that are bei e by the nation to 
6 develop the 2 — task that the 
young and old alike are applying themselves to with great assiduousness. 
Samples of articles for every-day use are being impr made, and the movement 
has been further strengthened by the co-operation of Bengali ladies, who have 
learnt the art of weaving and are producing fabrics which compare favourabl 
with those of Santipur. These are the glorious achievements of the — 
movement, and those who sound its death - Knell are ignorant of facts. 
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